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A though(ul, caring message from the Provincial Grand Master.
Well Brethren, we were all hoping in the Spring that by
now things might just be starting to get back to
normal, but the latest restrictions and local lockdowns
have knocked us all back yet again.
In West Yorkshire we are fortunate to belong to a very
strong Mark Family and, like most families, when we
are apart we miss each other. So I would first like to
take this opportunity to let you all know that I, and all
of us at the Mark Province, are thinking of you and
looking forward to the time when we can all be
together again. That time can’t come soon enough.
I would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate those Brethren who were appointed to
Provincial Royal Ark Mariner Grand Rank on 3rd October. The Provincial Assembly had to be
cancelled, but their appointments took aﬀect from that date. More details are contained in this
Newsletter.
And I do hope that you have booked in for one of the ‘Evenings with the Provincial Grand
Master’ which will be taking place in October and November. They will provide a forum for us
to let you know what’s happening in the Province and for you to ask questions. You can book
in from the Provincial Website.
Brethren, thank you for all you continue to do for our Orders. In the last 7 months I have been
amazed just how closely you have all kept in touch and helped each other, particularly those
most in need. It has, I assure you, been greatly appreciated.
Keep safe and well - until we meet again.

Welcome to the fourteenth Issue of the Mark Well News letter, approaching
the fourth birthday and sadly still reporting upon a dearth of activity due to
the Covid pandemic.
I am reminded however that generally it is darkest before the dawn and I
am confident we will find safe passage through these troubled waters
and emerge hale and hearty looking forth to many new Mark Masonic
experiences.
Again, I must thank W.Bro. Jason Cunningham who has the
responsibility for the presentation and issue of the News Letter.
Be positive and stay safe, Duncan.

Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Putrell
My greetings to you all Brethren and I hope that you are all keeping
well and in touch with each other. After such a strange year, it comes
as a surprise to realise that Christmas is around the corner. What do I
buy for my partner and family? Well Brethren, the answer is on the web
site – www.new.westyorksmark.co.uk. The 2021 Provincial Calendar is
now ready to be purchased. You remember that in the lock-down we
were running the photo competition of your out and about daily
exercise photos. Well the best results now form the Provincial “Out
and About in West Yorkshire Calendar”. Only £10 each (incl.
postage), with the proceeds going to the
Festival. So, Christmas sorted for this year!
Of course, you are hoping to receive something back in return. So
how about suggesting a nice pair of West Yorkshire Festival
Cuﬄinks, again, only £10.00 Drop me an email
Festival.chairman@westyorksmark.org.uk and
they will be in the post to you.
While you are on the web site, why not look at a couple of T@3
Mugs and join us on Wednesday afternoons, 3.00pm. Send in a
photo via the West Yorks Mark Masons facebook of yourselves
enjoying a cuppa and thinking of and phoning others. Check out the
previous collages of Brethren and partners from around the
Province.
My wife, Carole, opened a letter on the 26th of last month. Such a sound of excitement, I even
had to run downstairs. Rosettes galore for Mitzi, her dog. 1st place for the Scruﬃest Princess
(as she calls it). Lots of winners, Rosettes and excitement around the Province. Another fun
event. My thanks go to the Judges – W.Bro Alex Geddes and Ann, Keith Derry and Margaret.
Another Virtual Balloon Race completed, apart from me being next to last, it was another fun
Festival event spread over several weeks. Thanks to W.Bro Warren Marsden. A few more
coppers in your Festival fund. Watch the web site for the next ones and for details of Virtual
Festival Fans to help blow your Virtual balloons to greater distances!
Coppers in the Festival Fund. Yes Brethren, it has been a diﬃcult year for the Festival fund
raising. I thank all those who have been part of our virtual fund raising. As RWBro Brian Emmett
used to say, a few pounds here and there soon add up. Please continue to support the Festival,
your Standing Orders are still the best way to support the West Yorkshire
Festival and the MBF, who do such a great job.
Latest news is that a major grant has been awarded to the West Yorkshire
Scout Group for £74,500. They were seeking funding for the building of a
brand-new storage facility at the County Scout Campsite & Activity Centre in
Brighouse.

Your money, your Province, your support, your success

What are you doing?
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we would
like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark community.

Please send your story to: provcomms@westyorksmark.org.uk

Entertaining Saints: Tales from St George's Crypt.
St George's Crypt, a charity for homeless and vulnerable
people in Leeds has published to mark its 90th year,
‘Entertaining Saints’ which tells the story of the Crypt
through the lives of those to whom it gives safety, shelter,
sustenance and community. 'All those who come to us
have a story to tell,' says the author and the Crypt's
chaplain Roger Quick, known to us as the Provincial
Grand Chaplain. 'This book is an account of our
encounters with them, and shares something of their
stories. Every day, we meet some of the most damaged,
hurting and interesting people, who often show great
courage, humour and generosity. Every day is a fairly crazy mixture of laughter and tears.'
Entertaining Saints’ shares stories from the daily life of an historic Christian institution, and is
full of humanity in its truest form. It includes illustrations by Leeds artist Si Smith and all profits
from this book will go to St George's Crypt.
‘Entertaining Saints’ is now available for £7.65 from Amazon. I already have a copy and have
read it from front to back, an entertaining and enlightening experience which I commend to you
all, two hits in one, you get entertained and the Crypt benefits. To tickle your literary taste buds,
enjoy the following extract, Enjoy!
‘A young woman seems anxious in the lunch queue. She thought she was going to get a food
parcel, but there isn’t one for her. It takes a while of being listened to before she explains that it
is for an old man who is housebound. We try to make the best use of the resources generously
given to us, and encourage people to come to us for a meal; some people just can’t make it. I’m
not sure whether she’s genuine; but whether or not she truly has a friend in need, her distress is
evident. People sometimes ask if we get taken advantage of. I tell them what our founder Don
Robins said, when the same accusation was levelled at him in 1930; I’d rather get taken in by
nine men than miss the tenth who really needs it.
It takes a little while to gather up some food: pasta, cereal, milk, bread, soup, beans, sugar, a jar
of artichoke hearts and a packet of jammy dodgers. Our generous donors have eclectic tastes.
Let’s hope her friend does too. I discreetly leave the bag at Reception for her, and join her as
she finishes her lunch. She tells me she is pagan. Then, seeing that I don’t flinch or make the
sign of the Cross, tells me again, with added bravado, that she’s a black witch. She used to be
white, apparently, but kept getting drawn to the other side. Well, we’ve all had days like that.
Evil spirits follow her around, she says. I think of saying that I can see them, given some of our
lunch guests today. But I think better of it; she might believe me.

After having got over her slight disappointment because I didn’t jump, she tells me that she’s a
working girl as well. This morning’s bible reading was about the prophet Hosea marrying a
prostitute. I ask her what she wants to do. She says she wants to be a singer. Like Bette Midler.
I think of The wind beneath my wings. We talk a little more.
As I go, I say God bless you.
Don’t believe in blessings.
Well, whatever you believe in…I am about to say, let it be so, then remember another traditional
ending, and say So mote it be, She smiles.
Should I have initiated a battle across the Shepherd’s Pie? Some of my fellow-Christians would
want me to. And I suppose there is a time and place for more direct action. But it seemed to me
that she felt unloved, broken, dusty; cold Whether or not our first conversation was to be our
last, she needed to feel a bit loved, a bit accepted, a little hopeful. Don’t we all?’
I commend this to your keeping, a very worthwhile cause.
Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith, PGSD.
Communications Manager.

Its My
Case

Have you ever left a lodge room only to
search for your case in a sea of identical
ones ?…. Or have you ever mistakenly taken
the Assistant Grand Masters Case at Grand
Lodge ?
Well worry no more, with a Provincial Bag
Tag you can Identify your meeting case, and
at the same time in aid of the 2023 Festival.
Each bag tag is
personalised with
your details so you
will never take the
wrong case again.
For any information,
and to buy, them
please use the
button below.
CLICK HERE

We now all have to wear face masks
whenever we are out in shops, or even
restaurants while moving from to the table to
eat. Masks can be tight, hot and generally
uncomfortable to wear, let alone talk.
These handy
frames will change
all that , as they
provide extra room
for far easier
breathing, making
it feel less stuffy,
hot and generally
more comfortable to wear. The shape of the
support keeps the mask fabric away from
the nose and mouth making it easier to talk.
The extra room and better airflow helps
alleviate fogging of glasses when wearing a
face covering. Suitable for most types of
face masks.
These can be purchased online at a very
reasonable cost (about £3.00 each) search
for Face Mask Frames and you will find
them.

A letter from the Provincial Grand Almoner, W.Bro. Paul Leach
Some weeks ago I wrote about us all being Almoners, it is a
phrase that in more normal times, when we met in person,
you would hear frequently used. We now are obviously
moving into a further period of lockdown restrictions and the
uncertainty that brings to all our lives. I am aware from the
numerous phone calls I have made and received since mid
March that many of our members are anxious, fearful and
plain frightened by the prospect of the next few months. Many
have lost the confidence to leave their homes and to
participate in even the most basic social activity outdoors.
These people are leading a very isolated existence and feel
left out and uncared for and as said above they are frightened
of what is taking place.
What can we do under these circumstances to alleviate these
fears?
My conclusion to this question is no diﬀerent now as it was in mid March and I see the answer
as being more and more caring and meaningful phone calls. We must contact our members
including our many widows very frequently, in order to relieve their anxieties, fears and distress
and to make them realise through the power of conversation that they are not alone, that we still
care for them and that they are included in our Mark masonic family. We are the degree that
prides itself on the standard of our care and compassion.
Sadly we have members who do not receive this level of care and concern and who do not
receive calls from their lodge, be it from the Almoner or any other brother. It is not diﬃcult to
make phone calls these days as we all seem to have more time available than was once the
case. I have learnt from making such calls that the caller receives the same social benefits as
does the person being called. Therefore it is twice blessed in that it blesses him who calls as
well as him who receives.
In making these observations and knowing what we are now being told to expect by
government I feel we must seriously improve our communication protocols in each lodge. With
this in mind I would ask all lodge Almoners seeking the assistance of your Area Assistant
Almoner and enlisting two or three lodge members who you can trust to respond in a positive
way to formulate a protocol of phone calls to all your members. I say all your members
because I feel it is not only the elderly and vulnerable who are aﬀected, I now feel that our
members of all ages can be aﬀected and we should be interested in the wellbeing of all Mark
members.
I am well aware that this situation also can involve our Almoners who are invariably a good age
themselves and they are not immune from suﬀering in exactly the same way as others. This is
the reason why I advise the Almoner to seek help from his Area Assistant and some reliable
likeminded lodge members.
I have always maintained that these calls should be on a daily basis but certainly at least 3 or 4
per week. Individual circumstances can change rapidly even more so in this very uncertain
world. Mental health can change with similar speed.

I know of nobody in our Order whose mental health is better today than it was in March this
year. We have all taken a hit in one way or another. These are some of the reasons why we
need to maintain these calls with such regularity. They are greatly valued by the receiver and
can be a life saver. I stress calls and not emails, our member’s needs are such that they require
conversation. Done properly we will all benefit and it will help us to come out at the other end in
one piece.
I pay tribute to all our Almoners and all our brethren who do care for their brothers and show it
by making regular contact and engaging in these conversations that today we all need more
than ever.
The next few months which includes Christmas are going to be very diﬃcult for us all but in
particular the lonely and vulnerable. Please let us all pull together and display our typical
characteristics and get our brethren and widows out of the dark and back in the Mark.
Best wishes. Mark well. Keep talking.
W. Bro. Paul Leach P.A.G.D.C.

Chaplains Corner - October 2020
Recently I heard someone says, Sometimes you can’t see the
light at the end of the tunnel. But that doesn’t mean the light
isn’t there; it’s just that sometimes the tunnel has bends.
This year has had a lot of bends. But even in the dark times, the
light is still there. Maybe like me you have appreciated again
things we took for granted. Going to the supermarket again felt
like a big adventure. I’ve ended up talking more to family than I
have in years. Neighbours were probably always kind and
generous - I just didn’t know until we needed one another more.
There’s a lot of wisdom in the old hymn, Count your blessings.
You will have your own good things; list them, be thankful, and
share them with others.
One of the things I have appreciated has been seeing the faithful work of our almoners and
others, keeping in touch, sharing news. As the months go by, it is diﬃcult to stay regular in
keeping those contacts live. So here’s an idea. Like me, you will have been saddened to cross
out one masonic event after another in your diary.
How about that night getting in touch with a couple of the brethren you would have seen at that
meeting? Whether a regular lodge, or a practice, or even a committee, they too will be missing
it. Thus may brotherly love continue. Mark well!

‘Meet the Team’, W.Bro.Gary Parker, Provincial Grand Secretary.
Some of you may already know me as I
have been the Assistant Provincial
Grand Secretary for the past two year
and have visited many Mark and RAM
lodges in the Province as part of the
Provincial Team.
To introduce myself I am the secretary of
the Beaumont Lodge No.1523, where I
have been the secretary for the past 11
years. I was introduced to Mark Masonry
by W. Bro. Lance Milburn in 2003 and
took to it straight away. My RAM lodges
are Pontefract No. 878 and the Carl
Whitehead Lodge No.110. I live in Wakefield with my wonderful wife
Andrea who many of you will have seen with me at social events in the
Province.
I was educated at Kettlethorpe High School before going on to
Wakefield College. However, the academic life was not for me and in
1979 I joined the “Boys in Blue” serving in West Yorkshire Police for 30
years until 2009. In that time, I had many Specialisms and experiences
working across West Yorkshire and beyond. Following my police
career, I dabbled in several jobs working within a Local Authority as well
as most recently the Motor Retail Trade before fully retiring last year.
My main pass time now is Freemasonry, I am the Area 5 Membership
Oﬃcer in the Craft and well as a Lodge Liaison Oﬃcer. These are
relatively new roles for me which I began when my tenure as one of the
A s s i s t a n t P ro v i n c i a l G r a n d
Director of Ceremonies ended, a
role really enjoyed and currently
perform in Provincial Grand
Chapter.
Away from Masonry my main
interests are my family and travel.
I have enjoyed visiting and
exploring many European
destinations. I have been
fortunate as part of those trips to visit Freemasons Lodges in Germany,
Switzerland and most recently Iceland. A lot of this activity of course
has had to curtailed through current events, but I am looking forward to
the time when I can get out there and see you all again.
Until then Brethren stay safe.

Sesquicentenary
Jewel
A reminder to all, if
you have not yet
p u rc h a s e d yo u r
Sesquicentenary
Jewel, the :me is
ripe for you to fulﬁl
this requirement.
With :me to spare,
no mee:ngs and
very li?le other
ac:vity, the Jewel
can be obtained by
merely clicking on
the link below.

Click Here
This will reveal the
Order Form which
you can then complete, pay using
one of the alternatives suggested, and
our Deputy Provincial Grand Secretary Warren, will ensure that it is posted out.

Recipients of Royal Ark Mariner Grand, and Provincial Grand, Rank for 2020.
Saturday, 3rd October was intended to be
the date of the Provincial Grand Royal Ark
Mariner Assembly to be held at Tapton
Hall, hosted by the Carl Whitehead Lodge
of Royal Ark Mariner, in the presence of
the Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro.
James Steggles.
Sadly as we are all aware, it could not
take place due to the Coronavirus
pandemic. The names of the Brethren
who would have been honoured are given
below together with those who are to receive Royal Ark Mariner Grand Rank at the Grand
Assembly in Great Queen street on Tuesday, 8th December, which has also been cancelled.
Accordingly it will not be possible, in either instance, for us to personally congratulate them on
their well deserved honours. It does not, however, stop us, particularly those members of the
Lodges concerned, to pick up the phone and have a word; a demonstration of Royal Ark
Mariner Fraternal support.

R.A.M. Grand Rank Appointments, eﬀective on the 8th December 2020
James Gray - Pudsey 658
Andrew Jagger - Old York TI
James Stanley - Thorne 1004
Provincial Grand R.A.M. Appointments, eﬀective on the 3rd October 2020
Howard Shoesmith - Old York TI
Michael Frank Holmes - Wentworth 53
Craig Lawrence Johnson - Fearnley 58
Tony Mackrell - Freanley 58
Paul Francis Leach - Elmete 111
Herbert Edwin Wistow - Portal 127
Simon Robert Smith - Caldene 501
Alan Paul Kelly Webster - Claro 525
Keith Morrison - Bronte 535
David John Palmer - Welcome 651
Stephen James Turner - Hipperholme 715
Glen Gary Parker - Pontefract 878
John Brian Bulliman - Thorne 1004
Andrew Leslie Wright - St Hiev 1079

Pontefract Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No. 878, Installation Meeting
At 6.45pm Friday 9 October 2020, Pontefract RAM No. 878,
six in number, held a socially distanced meeting where the
Worshipful Commander was Proclaimed to stay in the Chair for
a further year. In attendance were the Worshipful Commander,
W. Bro. John Gray, his Wardens, Bro’s Bob Patrick Senior
Warden and Algis Vasis, Junior Warden. W.Bro. Gary Parker,
Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Paul Levey Almoner and Past
Commander, W.Bro. Peter Higgins
“This hardy band of Mariners
weathered the tempest and
sought refuge in the
Pontefract Lodge of RAM
No.878. The Captain, W.C.N.
W.Bro. John Gray signed on
for another year to remain at the helm and steer the Ark to
safer waters supported by his loyal crew who remained on
board without the need of a press gang. Looking forward to
when the waters abate, and the ships full complement can
meet again and fully enjoy our wonderful fraternity”
Very many thanks to W.Bro. Gary who provided the photos
and detail for this, the first meeting recorded since Lock down
commenced.
Hopefully
there will be many more to come but we must
bear in mind the comments of our Provincial
Grand Master, adhere to the protocols and
place no pressure on any Brother to attend.
Well done W.Bro. John plus five, and I look
forward to receiving a few more in similar vein.
Stay safe
Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.
Communications Manager
n.b. keep this to yourself, some of them look better with the Mask on, Yes?
Cleeves and Whitehead Trust Grants Committee Annual Report
During the past twelve months, the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust has been delighted to
distribute the following grants to local charities and worthy causes in West Yorkshire. It should
be noted that the majority of these grants were made in the period prior to the current
COVID-19 pandemic in the period September 2019 to March 2020, at which time it was
decided by the Trustees of the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust to restrict outside funding to
severe COVID-19 related projects.

Burley in Wharfedale Scout & Guide Group: £1,890
The village of Burley in Wharfedale has an estimated population of approximately 8,000. There
is a defibrillator at Queen’s Hall on the main street to the east side of the village that was
supplied by the parish council in about 2013. A new Scout & Guide HQ was built during the
Summer of 2019 some two minutes’ walk from the main street but on the west side of the
village. This new HQ caters for approximately 300 children/week attending 14 uniformed
sections each weekday evening and is surrounded by housing, both old and new. The building
is used also by the local community for events such as the Burley in Wharfedale week-long
Summer Festival which is held in August each year and for children’s parties. In addition, the
hall is hired by various local groups during the working day and at weekends when the
uniformed Scout and Guide units are not meeting. Having a defibrillator has enabled the Scout
and Guide movement to give something back to the community of Burley in Wharfedale which
has helped greatly in supporting fund-raising events for the new HQ which was oﬃcially opened
on 28 September 2019, at which event the Chairman of the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust was
delighted to be present.
Fulfil the Wish: £2,000
This is a Bradford-based charity that the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust has supported previously
(£1,000 in April 2015). The charity provides activity and sightseeing holidays for children and
young people who have lifelong and life-limiting disabilities. The activities are designed with the
whole family in mind and allow people to meet others in similar situations to themselves. The
Cleeves and Whitehead Trust was pleased to help this charity.
Round Table Children’s Wish: £2,500
Round Table Children’s Wish is a Round Table charity that grants handcrafted ‘wishes’, for
children suﬀering from life-threatening illnesses. The charity hoped to grant a Disneyland Paris
‘wish’ for a child in the Bradford area in September 2019 and was looking to get local
community groups involved. The child is suﬀering from a heart defect called Hypoplastic Left
Heart Syndrome and has had many operations. The charity was working towards making this
‘wish’ come true and asked the Craft’s Provincial Grand Master’s Fund to make a donation to
cover the cost of one or some of the elements of the ‘wish’. The ‘wish’ was costed to be in the
region of £2,500 to grant, but the charity was not asking necessarily for the full amount, stating
that £500 would help towards flights and meals for the family and that even £100 would help
towards attending the Disney shows and events. the Round Table supports this charity in a
variety of ways but, at the time, did not have the means to support this particular ‘wish’.
This was not an easy application for the Trustees of the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust to
consider as it was a request for funding to a non-Mason individual. However, it had been
passed to the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust by the Craft Province of Yorkshire, West Riding
Provincial Grand Master’s Fund, so some merit had been identified although the constitution of
that charity precluded it from supporting the request.
It had a number of important elements which, it was concluded, could help our work – not only
helping a very ill child, but also working alongside the Provincial Grand Master’s Fund and
Round Table towards a common goal.

Woodseats Medical Centre: £1,263.04
At the time of this application, this GP medical team had been training local adults and children
for five months in the lifesaving skill of cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and the use of an
Automatic Defibrillator. These adult sessions had been running monthly and children’s sessions
running during the school holidays. All sessions were free and had been well received. The
team was now keen to develop this training further and had been in contact with local schools
in the area to look at training the teachers in CPR and CPR education to enable them to deliver
these sessions as part of their lessons. It was considered that this training would enable
schools to train their pupils year on year and greatly increase the number of young people who
are body aware and trained lifesavers. The GP Team had been in contact with the Head of
Woodseats Primary School and the next step was to roll out the scheme to other schools in the
area. The team was planning to provide all of this training for free, but in order to enable to
schools to be able to run their sessions, charitable donations were being sought to purchase a
set of training equipment which can be loaned out (for free) when needed. The ultimate aim
was to have four sets of equipment. The C&WT was pleased to fund two sets of equipment.
St George's Crypt, Leeds: £3,899.35
Request from W. Bro Roger Quick, Provincial Grand Chaplain. St George's Crypt is a charity in
Leeds caring for homeless and vulnerable adults. In addition to temporarily housing about 35
people each night, the charity provides a hot meal every weekday to about 100 people in need.
The cafe was in need of new table-tops since they have become cracked and worn and,
therefore, unhygienic. There was a need also for an additional 34 chairs to match those that the
charity was able to replace earlier in 2019, the old ones no longer being fit for purpose. In
addition, cereal bowls were required, not only for cereal but also for lunchtime soup provision.
The charity was seeking funding for 10 table-tops, 34 polypropylene chairs and 150 cereal
bowls at a total cost of £3,899.35, for which the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust was pleased to
provide the funding.
West Yorkshire Medic Response Team: £2,000
West Yorkshire Medic Response Team (WYMRT) is a registered, independent charity which has
been voluntarily providing pre-hospital specialist trauma and medical critical care to the public
of West Yorkshire since its inception in 2009. Operationally, the critical care team includes a
senior doctor trained in pre-hospital care and a senior paramedic. Team members work as
unpaid volunteers and the charity receives no remuneration for its work, relying only upon
charitable donations to cover its running costs. The current COVID-19 pandemic has produced
a severe strain on the team's ability to function properly. The charity requested financial support
for either specific pieces of medical equipment, support for necessary personal protective
equipment or a donation towards its running costs. The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust was
delighted to support this request.
Total donated by the Cleeves and Trust in the last twelve months to non-Masonic worthy
causes: £13,552.39
Donations to West Yorkshire Mark brethren, their families and dependents in the same
period: £47,134.91 given to 34 individuals. The requests relate to a variety of reasons which
were brought to the attention of the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust by the Provincial Almoner,
W.Bro Paul Leach, and include applications for, for example, wheelchairs, stairlifts, respite care
and help with immediate financial hardships, most recently often as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic.

In these latter cases, assistance has been given to help cover the period
during which applications to the national charities (MBF, MCF, CHOICES,
etc.) are under review. These applications can take many weeks, even
months, to come to a conclusion and the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust
has been pleased to step in and help where we have, for many of these
desperate cases, become a last resort.
Philip J Drury
Chairman, Grants Committee

Talking Dogs!
When the Virtual Dog Show was announced I decided that I would interview all the Winners.
Unfortunately due to the restrictions imposed by the Covid Pandemic, that was cancelled and I
asked the owners to talk to the Dogs, they being well known to them, and here is a selection of
the responses, Enjoy.
Best in Show and Most beautiful Bitch,Millie, Malcolm Priestley
Millie, who is four years old, is a cross between a King Charles Cavalier Spaniel and a
BichonFrise. She was thrilled when Mum and Dad told her she had won the rosettes for best
dog and cutest looker in the West Yorkshire Mark Masons Virtual
Dog Show. “That’s wuﬀderful, Dad, but I'm just an ordinary dog. I
really prefer huﬀ-puﬃng after my ball when I take you for a walk in
Crow Wood Park, rolling in fox poo, dropping my ball in the pond,
running Madly in circles with my Dachshund friend Sally, and
chasing squirrels. I'll put on a pretty face for the dog show
photograph any time in exchange for a biscuit. Can the next
competition be food tasting especially if its chicken or cherry
cake?"
Best wishes to all from Millie
Best Pals Dogs, Raﬄes, Ian Wilkinson
I spoke to Raﬀ n Toots, initially Toots was unavailable for comment having just stolen a packet
of Carrs table water from the cupboard and was feeling a little dry round the
mouth Raﬄes ever keen to take the fore said he was “Delighted to have won
but felt the current situation was Ruﬀ on the likes of him who prefers to
bounce and jump up on as many people as possible”“Me and Toots have
always been good friends, Id like it to be more but Mummy had my bits
removed which is most frustrating” At which Toots found her voice and piped
up “But it doesn’t stop him trying most days”Toots said “We like to work as a
team snaﬄing as much as possible Raﬀ gets the stuﬀ of the island and I’m a
dab hand at pulling out the wicker basket”Raﬀ replied “Being a tall dog
means my snout is at table height which is great to get first Dibs on Wilko’s plate, Unfortunately
Mummy keeps slapping my snout if I go near hers”

Mitzi, Scruﬀy Dog, Carol Puttrell
Hey Mitzi, I have some good news for you. Oh good, you are taking me oﬀ that diet food, and
giving me proper food again put some of your photos into the Masonic doggy competition.
Yeeees well, guess what, you have won a red rosette and a first place. Oh, how amazing, was it
for Beautiful Bitch?? Erm, no, it was for the
Scruﬃest dog.
What !!! moi, scruﬀy, I really don’t think so. You
are always brushing me, bathing me, and taking
me to the Groomers, there has to be a big
mistake !!!Ere, no, it was the one where your
coat was very long, and you were running very
fast, and, well, your coat did look rather
tousled……
How could you put that one in Mummy?? When I have so many that I look beautiful in ? I am
sorry darling, but you did get a first for it, that’s very good news isn’t it ? You also got two 3rd
places and a 5th place.OK, so which categories were they for ?
Well, the two 3rds were for Beautiful bitch and Veteran dog.
So now they are basically saying I am a good-looking old lady, good Lord is this what it has
come to, Well they should have seen me in my prime. I was stunning, remember how everyone
stopped you to look at me ?
Of course, sweetheart, but you have done extremely well. OK, so which was the 5th one for
Mummy ?
It was the one of you in that big puddle having a drink, I love that one of you. In fact, you know I
love all your photos, and I think you have done so well.
Oh alright then, and yes, I am very pleased to have my Rosettes, it makes me feel very special
So thank you for entering me into the competition I love you Mummy xxxo, you remember

Best Veteran in show and Veteran, Bella together with Archie, Cute looker Dog, Tracey &
Mark Holland
Hi my name is Bella, I am a cocker spaniel and I will be 12 next week. I am just about totally
blind, and often walk into things. My hearing isn’t too peachy either.
Archie is my son, I had a litter of 7 puppies nine years ago. I was hoping
they would all leave home at 8 weeks but he stayed !! I am very stubborn
and like to pinch socks and any type of footwear to put in my bed. I
follow my human around all day it drives her mad ! I am hoping to be
around for many years !
Hello everyone I am Tracey, Bella’s human. I got Bella nearly 12 years ago
as a surprise Christmas present. She cried and I cried when we met. I had
been very ill and wanted a puppy to keep me company.

I have made many good friends through our daily walks. Bella is stubborn and a thief despite
being nearly blind. She is always so pleased to see me even if I’ve only been gone 5 minutes.
Our home wouldn’t be the same without her.
Archie. I would like to thank the judges and all those that voted
for me. It came as a great surprise to me as I have not been
modelling for very long. I sure you are wondering how I manage
to keep this excellent toned body . Well my daily work out
consist of going for long walks and chase rabbits and squirrels,
although I won’t know what do if I ever caught one, but it’s great
fun and keeps me fit.
Mark, Archie is a nine year old cooker spaniel. He is the second
born of a litter of seven. When Archie was born he wasn’t
breathing. He had to be swung upside down for about five minutes to clear fluid away from his
lungs. His party trick is when he gets excited he wags his tail and can make it spin like a
propeller. This is usually when the grandchildren come round. On Sundays when I go to my
favourite cafe Archie is happy to sit there with his head on my knee hoping a bit of bacon
sandwich might just fall his way. He’s is very special dog in more ways than one.

Best Reserve Veteran, Charlie,Jim Stanley
Congratulation Charlie on winning a total of three rosettes. Tell me, how
does it feel?
RUFF, Why's that?
BECAUSE WHEN DAD PINNED THEM ON ME , THEY HURT LIKE MAD !

Puppy Dog, Water,Seaside and Best Puppy in Show, Chester, Emma Grimshaw

Hello I’m Chester and I’m so excited to have won the Best Seaside
Photo.
I love visiting the beach. I enjoy running on the sand and jumping
in the waves. However my favourite part is when I come out of the
sea soaking wet and then I shake myself all over my humans until
they are almost as wet as me!

Cute looker Bitch, Pickle, Elizabeth Keay
Hi West Yorkshire Mark Virtual Summer Dog Show humans, I am so
grateful for the 1stand 2nd place rosettes and certificates you
awarded me for being bootiful. (I’m a Norfolk dog and that’s how
we talk here). One was for when I was little, and one was for me
now.
All the hard work I put into perfecting my puppy dog eyes and cutie
pie looks has paid oﬀ! I’ve been practising on my humans and they
seem to think I’m no 1 too. They tried to put the rosettes on my
collar, but they just looked too yummy and I chewed them…. just a
little bit
One day when I’m older I’d like to work with children and dream of
world peace (and chasing squirrels)
Thank you again and see you next year!

Rescue Dog, Pippa, Bob Corfield
Pippa was entered by her human Grandad, Bob and duly
won.
However when I asked Bob to interview the reply was, ‘No
can do , she only speaks Romanian’

What a superb event, perhaps we can have a real live Dog
Show next Summer.

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.
Communications Manager

We are now pleased to launch the 2021
Provincial Calendar.
Each of the images have been taken by
members of our order, while they were out and
about in West Yorkshire during the early months
of the year, all profits will go towards the 2023
Festival.
BUY HERE

Click on the Link opposite to buy.

