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NOAH, THE GREAT FLOOD AND FREEMASONRY
Well Brethren, we have now spent 15 weeks in Masonic suspension,
with many of us isolated and at home due to Government restrictions.
The formal suspension is due to last for a further 3 weeks, but it is
doubtful that Lodges will be able to meet for some time after that. We
will only start our Freemasonry again when it is safe to do so.
I likened this recently to Noah and the Great Flood (a story close to
many of our hearts). It rained for 40 days and 40 nights, followed by a
further 150 days before the waters started to recede. 60 days later
the tops of mountains were seen, and it was still another 54 days
before the 3rd Dove found dry land and did not return. 40 days later
Noah found that dry land, but it was still another 26 days before it was firm enough to leave the
Ark.
We are currently seeing the tops of mountains as restrictions are carefully being lifted. Testing
and following the science will equate to sending out the Doves. Dry land will soon be in sight,
but it may still be some time before it is considered completely firm and safe.
Noah, his family and all the living creatures contained in the Ark started a brave, new and
better world. Our Freemasonry and Mark Masonry will undoubtedly do the same. It’s just a
matter of time!
(P.S. I’m sure my calculations regarding the Flood will be queried. The Flood lasted 370 days.
Email me with your thoughts).
Best wishes to you all.

Herewith the Thirteenth Issue of the Mark well Newsletter, sadly not the
collection of stimulating and interesting package of Lodge activity that has
been the norm. None the less I trust that it will give food for thought as
we look forward to the day when we can once again meet in Brotherly
love.
This time around I must thank W.Bro. Jason Cunningham who has
taken over responsibility for the fresh new design, presentation
and issue of the Newsletter. However, none of this would have
been possible without the technical assistance, at the outset, three
years ago, of W.Bro. Stuart Burrows, my eternal gratitude.

Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Putrell
Well Brethren, how did you do in the Virtual Balloon Race? I know,
it’s a silly thing, but in these strange times, what’s wrong with that?
At the time that I am writing this, we all are in need of a bit of an
uplift, an escape from the news. Hopefully, by the time you are
reading this, things will be improving.
You will probably have heard that the MC²
Cycle Challenge has had to be postponed
until May 2021. All the bikes back on their
racks and the riders relaxing in their
gardens. Please keep supporting their event
via the website.
Unfortunately, the need for charitable donations never goes away and the Mark Benevolent
Fund is no exception. Over £200,000 donated to worthy causes in West Yorkshire, which
sounds very good to me. But, the MBF still needs our support to carry on their good works,
possibly now more than ever.
Your West Yorkshire MBF Festival Fund may appear as though it has ground to a halt this year.
Far from it though, your Standing Orders are still coming in and I thank everyone of you for your
generosity, it’s what makes us so proud of being Mark Master Masons. Whilst we are not
meeting, please consider increasing your S.O., or start a new one, as every little counts. A
couple of £’s here and there may bring a smile to a Brother in distress.
Our Lodges are in “shut down”, so no donations at Installations, no raﬄes at festive boards and
no monies given to the Lodge Charity Steward. Why not have a Lodge get together over Zoom?
Hold a virtual raﬄe. Keep a tally and collect the monies and give the prizes when we meet
again. A few pounds, but when added together over 44 Mark Lodges - Wow.
Have you done your video yet, see West York's Mark Facebook, spread
the idea. I’m looking forward to seeing the end result. No cost, no
prizes, just a bit of fun thanks to W.Bro's. Chris Oldfield and Kevin
Lloyd.
Have you sent your entries in for the Photo Competition, see our web
site for details. Whilst you out walking take some photos and send the
best three into us, the best ones could go in next year’s Festival
calendar, check our Provincial web site, there is a lot going on.
Well, that’s enough from me, I’m now going to have a nice cup of tea.
Have you got your T@3 mug? No? Send W.Bro. Jason Cunningham an
email, jason@jasonc.co.uk, or use the Provincial Website to order.
Join us for T@3 on Wednesday afternoon, 3.00pm, and remember
friends you haven’t seen for a while

What are you doing?
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we would
like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark community.

Please send your story to: provcomms@westyorksmark.org.uk

Report from the Provincial Grand Almoner, W.Bro. Paul Leach
The good news in a time when there is so little, is that our
members and dependants in large numbers have done well
throughout the extraordinary times we have all experienced
since mid- March. This is firstly a personal tribute to the
individuals themselves, their spirit and their characters. They
have a strength and a stoicism that is to be applauded and it
is such attributes that have helped them through this unique
period. Having said that the genuine concern, aﬀection and
interest that masonic contact has demonstrated recently
cannot be underestimated. Our elderly, our vulnerable, in fact
all of us need to know that we are still in people’s thoughts,
we are still included, and we have not been forgotten. One
phone call a month does not demonstrate that concern but
one call a week or hopefully more often than that clearly does
display a proper level of concern.
Personal circumstances can change in a few hours, even more so under lockdown conditions.
Someone who appeared to be “fine” on a call yesterday, could today be very much in distress.
The reasons that appertained for a high level of calls back in March basically still exist today.
A further reason as to why such a high level of calls is appropriate, is that Rulers of various
Masonic Orders fear that when we return their will be a number of our members who will not
return. It would be very sad if such a brother gave his reason for not returning, “I never heard a
thing from them during lockdown”. This would be totally at odds with what we stand for and it
would be a massive dereliction of our masonic duty. For this reason alone, but there are others,
we should maintain our contact and calls at this high level. I would not be displeased to receive
comments when “normality” returns that a brother thought he had received too many calls
during this period. It is a risk I am willing to incur.
I thank all Lodge Almoners, Area Assistant Almoners and those acting in the masonic tradition
of “we are all Almoners” for all the eﬀort being made to keep our brethren included and
thereafter addressing their individual needs. We are in a unique situation and we must act and
react diﬀerently to what may have been the norm in more normal times. Your work in this
respect is greatly appreciated by the Province and myself, but more importantly by your
brethren and their dependants.

I know if I spoke to all whom you are helping in this regard they would want me in their name to
let you know how much they appreciate your calls, your conversation and your concern and on
their behalf I am delighted to do so.
My sincere thanks, my grateful appreciation and my best wishes to you all.
W. Bro. Paul Leach
Provincial Grand Almoner
The Assistant Provincial Grand Master. W.Bro. Trevor Bolton.
‘In his own words’

The words Social
Media may send
shivers down the
backs of many a
Brother, but why not
look at the positives
of what can be
accomplished
through it.
The Province has two
active Social Media
accounts, Facebook
and Twitter. When
new information or
news items are
posted onto our
Provincial website,
they are also added
to these sites. Being
part of either Group
will help you keep up
to date with what is
happening around
the Province and also
informed of new
initiatives, like T@3,
the 2021 Calendar
Competition and all
the Festival news.
Why not give it a go,
the links to all the
accounts can be
found on the top left
bar on our website.

My father was a Freemason although I didn’t know until after I became
a Freemason myself, the first
words my mother said to me
when I told her that I had
joined Freemasonry “your
father was a Mason”.
Looking back there were
clues there but being a young
boy, I never picked up on
them.
I was born on 12th March
1 9 5 2 a t H u d d e r s fi e l d
General. We lived at Blackley,
Elland in Huddersfield but too
young to remember other
that what I was told or from
looking at photographs. I’m
not sure who my father
worked for, but I do know it
wasn’t a nine to five job, we
were forever on the move and not just around the corner, Bombay and
Port Said are only two places we lived. I have no memory of them, but
Aden in Yemen is full of memories. My first ever school was in Little
Aden at a place called Bandashake where we lived.
For the next five or so years living in Yemen was quite an experience for
a young boy from Yorkshire but traveling back and forth to the UK kept
myself and mother busy visiting her sisters and brothers my father
never came with us, except the last time I flew back, he came to make
sure I liked my new school, Fulneck Boarding School in Pudsey, and
that was the last time I saw my father.
Two or three years later my mother remarried, and we are oﬀ again this
time to Perth Western Australia and we were there for six wonderful
years. My stepfather was a good man and we became very close as a
family. All this time moving from place to place taught me to respect
people from all walks of life and made me determined that my family
would always stay together.

Pamela and I were married on the 30th July 1977. We have three boys Andrew, and the twins
Christopher and Johnathan, and now four grandchildren. I consider myself fortunate in life
having such a wonderful close family.
I became a Freemason on the second Thursday in June 1996 initiated into Leodiensis Craft
Lodge No 4029 at Westbourne House Otley. I joined the Mark Degree on 15th April 1997 at
Copley 111. From that night I knew the Mark degree was the one that I was going to enjoy the
most, the warmth and companionship of the Brethren was something I was very quick to
appreciate.
I came up through the ranks in Copley Mark Lodge, Master for the first time in 2002 and the
second time in 2009 during that period I was approached and asked if I would like to sit on the
board of The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust which I accepted and enjoyed every one of my nine
years as a trustee, three of which were as chairman. It was a great privilege for me to be able to
help and support the Brethren and their dependants of our Province. The I.M.A’s is something I
have supported since I joined the Mark Degree and I have enjoyed my time in the Leeds &
District I.M.A. I still like to attend all the I.M.A’s annual general meetings whenever possible as I
believe the Rulers have a duty of care to all the associations within our Mark Province.
In 2011 the then PGM R.W. Bro. James Truswell asked me if I would consider accepting the
rank of Grand Steward, well I didn’t have to consider that for a long time, I felt privileged and
was eager to accept. I enjoyed that promotion it was an honour for me, and I had a wonderful
year which was an experience I will never forget. I also became a member of Grand Stewards
Lodge in London.
In 2012 I was promoted to Provincial Grand Charity Steward that lasted for four years to 2015.
By then I had joined three Mark Lodges (now four) and three Royal Ark Mariner Lodges and
enjoying both degrees to the full both Masonic and social events. On 20th September 2017 the
Provincial Grand Master R.W. Bro. James Steggles asked me to be his Assistant Provincial
Grand Master.
To be considered for such a position has been the pinnacle of my Masonic career and I hope
that I have performed my duties in the manor fitting of an Assistant Provincial Grand Master. It
has been an incredible experience and an unquestionable opportunity for me personally, but it
wouldn’t have been possible had it not been for the support I receive from the Brethren of our
Province and of course not forgetting Pamela my wife.
I must thank the Almoners, Area Assistant Almoners the members of the Cleeves and
Whitehead Trust, the Secretariat team and the Festival team for all their work that they continue
to perform on behalf of the Province, whilst maintaining contact with Brethren and informing us
all of the situation as it changes during these diﬃcult times we are going through. On behalf of
the rulers of the West Yorkshire Mark Master Masons we thank you for your continued support
and we look forward to the day we can all meet again in our Lodges.
“Look after yourself”

Copley Lodge of Mark Master Masons No 111
Sesquicentenary
The Books of Copley Mark Lodge record the
Minutes of a meeting of Mark Master Masons, held
at the West Riding Hotel, Leeds on 13th May 1870,
where four Brethren resolved that a Mark Master
Masons Lodge, to be called the Copley Lodge of
Mark Master Masons, be constituted in Leeds. The
petition to the Grand Mark Master for a Warrant of
Constitution was then signed by the brethren
present, to be forwarded to the Grand Secretary.
The appointed Secretary was also instructed to
send the necessary fees to Grand Lodge and the
meeting was adjourned.
The adjourned meeting was reconvened at the Elephant and
Castle, Leeds on Wednesday 13th July 1870, and a point to
note is that those first two meetings of the proposed Founders
were held in famous hostelries in Leeds which still stand to this
day (photographs herewith). The Secretary reported that he had
received the necessary Warrant from the Grand Secretary, and
also that the Worshipful Master and brethren of the Alfred Craft
Lodge had agreed to allow the Mark Lodge to use their rooms
on payment of five pounds per annum and, in the event of any
Lodge of Emergency, only the additional Gas and cleaning
costs would be charged.
It was agreed to hold regular meetings of the Lodge on the third
Wednesday in the first month of each Quarter, commencing in
July 1870. Further, it was decided to invite the Brethren of
Prince Edward Mark Lodge No. 14 to assist in the opening of that first meeting and to invite all
Mark Masters to take part in the ceremony.
Lodge Fees were set as follows:
•
•

Advancement 21/- Admission if registered at Grand Lodge 13/6d
Re admission of former members 5/- plus arrears of subscriptions if any.

The first meeting of the new Lodge took place on 20th July 1870.
A very important and significant event took place at the Lodge meeting held on 23rd March
1895, when the Provincial Grand Master for the Craft Province of Yorkshire West Riding,
R.W.Bro. W.L. Jackson, a Member of Parliament for North Leeds (and Later to be the first Lord
Allerton) was advanced into the Lodge. On that occasion every Mark Lodge in the Province was
represented.

The Centenary of Copley Lodge was celebrated on Tuesday 6th October 1970 at the Masonic
Hall in Great George Street, Leeds and commenced at 4.00pm precisely. It is recorded in the
Centenary Minutes that 40 members and guests attended and that 70 visitors had signed the
Attendance Register. Item 2 on the agenda was a ballot to elect 6 Honorary Members, which
included R.W.Bro. Carl Whitehead, Provincial Grand Master and V.W.Bro. Geoﬀrey Le Pla, Past
Grand Treasurer, Deputy Provincial Grand Master.
At the Lodge Installation in 1985 the then Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Carl Whitehead
stated that it was going to be a real family aﬀair when W.Bro. Jack B. Mitchell (Father) presented
Bro. C. John Mitchell (Son) to the Worshipful Master W.Bro. Arthur S. Mitchell (his Uncle), to
receive the benefit of Installation. Jack Mitchell and his son John were both Chartered
Accountants and have held Oﬃce as Provincial Auditors for the Mark Province of West
Yorkshire, a duty which John still undertakes to this day.
Other notable modern day members of the Lodge include W.Bro. John Trevor Bolton, Assistant
Provincial Grand Master and W.Bro. Malcolm W. Mackown, the only surviving member of the
Lodge to have attended the Centenary meeting. In 2018, W.Bro. Trevor Bolton, in his capacity
as Assistant Provincial Grand Master, presented W.Bro. Malcolm Mackown with a Grand Lodge
certificate to celebrate fifty years membership of the Mark Degree. W.Bro. Bob Winterflood also
presented him with a Provincial Certificate.

Both W.Bro. Mackown and W.Bro. Winterflood had been bakers, and a point of interest related
by the Assistant Provincial Grand Master during the presentation was that four Past Masters of
the Lodge had been bakers, but sadly there had never been a cake, bun, nay not even a crumb
produced for the Lodge!
The Sesquicentenary Celebration for Copley Lodge was due to take place on 15th September
2020, but this is now to be re-arranged due to the current coronavirus restrictions. Once a new
date has been set, I encourage all West Yorkshire Mark Master Masons to consider attending
what will certainly be a splendid and landmark event for this fine old Lodge.
Smile, Be happy, We Will Meet Again
Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.
Communications Manager

‘Meet the Team’, W.Bro. Andrew Johnson, Provincial Grand Junior Warden.
Hopefully a lot of you will already know me as I
have visited all the Mark and RAM lodges in our
province over the years, usually with W.Bro.
Edward Wilkinson. We've been called the Ant
and Dec of Mark Masonry. I'm the good looking
one. I suppose in earlier times we may have
been called Morecambe and Wise and, in that
case I would be the one with the short fat hairy
legs!
To introduce myself I am a member of Old York TI and Aries No. 669.
My RAM lodges are Old York T.I, Carl Whitehead Lodge No.110 and in
our neighbouring province of North and East York T.I. I live in Gomersal
with my lovely wife Jan who many of you will have seen on the prow of
the barge during our charity barge pull two years ago. I was educated
at Whitcliﬀe Mount Grammar School and went on to do business
studies at College.
I have worked in the steel industry all my life and during that time
worked for two of the World's leading producers of Stainless Steel.
Selling into industries such as Nuclear, Oil and Gas and more recently
Renewable Energy both here in the UK and globally.
I suppose at his stage people will then tell you of their biggest
achievement. Well maybe this is not an achievement but, I have been
surrounded by great family and friends
and these are the people who shape
your life and give you those
achievements. I class that as an
important achievement. My most
recent memorable occasion I suppose
is seeing the Northern lights in Iceland.
Iceland is a fascinating country with
great people.
Hobby wise I love running and walking and, more recently I have got
back in to cycling and am currently in training to be able to do our
upcoming Masonic cycle challenge when we get the green light again. I
love Sunday lunch, travel and holidays. Things I am not as keen on are
mashed potato, bad manners and queuing !

Keeping in touch
with family, friends,
loved ones and all
of your brethren
makes us feel
connected with the
world and helps
with feelings of
loneliness.
Modern technology
can help us all.
Video calling can
be a nicer way of
chatting with others
than just a phone
call, because it lets
you see the person
you’re taking to,
and them see you.
You can even have
a group chat with
multiple people.
Not sure how to get
started?
The Provincial
Website has all the
help that you need
to get you up and
running.

I look forward to meeting everyone either virtually or face to face post social distancing. Finally,
the two things I am most looking forward to, hopefully in the not too distant future, are a cup of
tea in the same room as my Mum and, I suppose a pint with my old friend Ant, or is it Dec ?
You decide......
Brethren stay safe.

Chaplains Corner, a message from W.Bro.Rev. Roger Quick
As they say, there’s no “I” in team. While this is true, there is a
“me” and no “U” in team if you look hard enough!
A lot of what we do in masonry has to do with the relationship
between the individual and the group. Nervous new initiates take
comfort from learning that everyone else has gone through the
same thing. Being addressed as Brother for the very first time is a
significant moment and we know that it takes a certain number to
make the lodge perfect; you are not alone, we are here to help.
The group is the very essence of what we do.
That’s why in these extraordinary and diﬃcult times we have
been able to be there for each other. That is deep in the fabric of
who we are and what we do, it’s in our DNA. We call one another
Brother for a good reason; because truly we are more like family than friends - you can choose
your friends! We haven’t chosen our brethren. But like me you will have found that through the
brotherhood you have developed deep and close ties with a wider variety of humanity than
would ever otherwise have been possible.
My own proposer into Masonry was a carpenter who became a master builder; my seconder
was a plumber who became a heart surgeon. Both good men and true, and I am more thankful
than I can say that they were daft enough to put up as a candidate a musician who later
became a priest!
We do not know what turns our life will take. But our own beloved Mark degree teaches us to
go on hopefully, trusting that even when things seem at their darkest, the end will be better than
we could ever have imagined. We go on in that hope as we look forward to the possibility of
being together again in open lodge, celebrating our brotherhood, and marking well.

Centenary celebrations await Lightcliﬀe Lodge of M.M.M. No.715.
Once upon a time, some one hundred years ago, Brethren
gathered at the Masonic Hall in Lightcliﬀe to witness the
consecration of Lightcliﬀe Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.
715 in the hands of the then Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro.
Frederick Cleeves, in whose name we are proud to have the
Cleeves Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.618, in Sheﬃeld.
The date was the 16th June and it is thought that there was a
good attendance, but the minutes are no longer available, the only substantive record being the
names of ten visitors.

What we know was recorded was that R.W.Bro. Cleeves installed the first Worshipful Master,
W.Bro. G. Wharton Thompson with the inaugural Wardens being Bro J.H. Hird as Senior Warden
with Bro J.D.Waterhouse as Junior Warden. One of the highlights had to be that three joining
members were proposed together with a staggering twenty three Masons, mainly but not
exclusively, from Lightcliﬀe Craft Lodge No 3332 and De Warren 1302, to be advanced at some
future date. What a resounding response to the birth of the new Lodge, assuming they all went
through the ladder, some had a long wait to take the Chair!!
One event oﬀ significance in the years that followed was that In 1950, Bro. J.P.Greenwood
became a member, in 1951 he is appointed Tyler and at the Installation later in the year he
becomes a Steward, so commences the journey of a brother who later became a Very
Worshipful Brother, and a stalwart, a legend of Lightcliﬀe 715, which would only end over sixty
years later. At the same Installation ceremony in 1951, Bro Herbert Redfearn, later to be Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, was appointed Junior Deacon.
In the subsequent years, the Lodge continued to flourish achieving Septuplet keystone status, a
new decade saw an influx of members, some still registered to this day. W.Bro. John Parker was
advanced in 1982, W.Bro. Roy Newbould installed as Master in the presence of R.W.Bro Carl
Whitehead, accompanied by a” plethora of Grand Oﬃcers”; the minutes record. W.Bro. Bill
Cave receives his 50 year certificate at the same meeting and is presented with a Whisky glass
and a selection of his favourite “tipples” The year 1984 saw the introduction of a Scottish
Brother, a certain W.Bro. Robert Andrew who came into the lodge in January and remains a
stalwart of the Order, as well as Lightcliﬀe 715. Nick Rowland, the late Tony Clee and Cliﬀ
Williams who all contributed or still do to the wellbeing of our Lodge; sadly the 80’s also saw the
death of RW Bro Sir Herbert Redfearn.
From 2010 to current date, the Lodge has functioned in an admirable fashion although with a
declining number of advancements but Lectures are given and they are able to call upon a good
friend, W. Bro. Dr Rod Taylor, well known raconteur and presenter of illustrated Masonic
lectures; in addition numerous Brethren have been honoured with Grand and Provincial Grand
Lodge appointments. One other very special meeting did however occur in November 2016, a
60 year certificate is presented to W.Bro. Robert Andrew by R.W.Bro. Brian Batty on behalf of
Province. Bobs Scottish Mark membership was also recognised by the presentation of a
certificate from the Scottish Constitution and a certificate and lapel badge from Grand Lodge
presented completed the “full set”

The Lodge now commences its journey to celebrate its Sesquicentenary, very doubtful that
many of the original readers of this article will be able to witness, with W.Bro. John Sealey at the
helm. He was installed, for the second time, in October 2019, taking the mantle from W.Bro.
Kevin Beaumont. He, and his Brethren look forward to the Centenary celebration to be held in
the none too distant future.

It is a landmark event and hopefully, many of you will join the Brethren of Lightcliﬀe Lodge of
MMM No 715 when it takes place; you will then be able to enjoy the best cheese board in the
Province, photo herewith.
Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.
Communications Manager

Todays Way to Pay
It's the same story at most meetings, the Treasurer waiting, sat at a table around the entrance of
the lodge for everyone to hand over their cash for the Festive board, or not being able to eat
themselves as they collect it during the actual Festive board.
Then there is the announcements that Lodge Subscriptions are now due and constantly chasing
those few that pay late. With more cash machines disappearing, High Street Banks closing, the
cheque book being a rare object and with the aversion to accepting cash these days due to
Covid-19, there is another way.
When I took over as Treasurer at Aries Lodge No 669 I
started to explore being able to accept card payments for
meals and subscriptions. Taking card payments means that
I’m handling less cash, not having to go the local bank and
more importantly can get subscription payments on time. and
easy, as well as making life easier for the Brethren and
Guests who come to visit.
I first looked at Sum Up, but after trying it out soon found that
they could not support organisations that have subscription
payments so that was a no go. I then looked at Square, but
their card reader didn’t have a built in keypad so that wasnt
really suitable. I then stumbled upon iZettle.
I first used iZettle through my work at trade shows and it was
just what I was looking for. The dashboard and app means
that I can log, and have a very detailed breakdown and reconciliation at the end of the night. No
matter how I’m paid so no more bits of paper, and they will also support organisations that have
Subscriptions. The card reader was £34 and after a few test purchases the money was in the
Lodge bank two days later.
You do need a mobile connection, wether that be WiFi, 3g or 4g, and smart phone or tablet.
There are small fees for every transaction but thats exactly what they are….small and well worth
it.
So the next time you are visiting the Midland Hotel to visit Aries, no need to worry about cash
(except for your alms of course)
W. Bro. Jason Cunningham Prov.G.Stwd.

And now for something completely diﬀerent……
We are all very aware of the sadness and fear of the current situation has generated but things
will improve and there are still lots of people, and animals, who can help us smile. Even when
individuals are seriously aﬀected by chronic health problems, they often find positives and
happiness when learning to adapt to their new norm. Joy can often be found in a pet dog,
observant, empathetic eager to please here are two articles to demonstrate and provide a
diﬀerent, and hopefully, encouraging perspective.’
IT’S A DOGS LIFE
The title “it’s a Dog’s Life” is a well-known Idiom, a miserably unhappy existence, as in He's
been leading a dog's life since his wife left him. This expression was first recorded in a 16thcentury manuscript and alludes to the miserable subservient existence of dogs during this era.
But how times changed, and for the better, well in most cases, owning a dog is a partnership,
but in no way is it a 50/50 partnership, all you have to do is treat them right like part of your
family, make sure he or she has food and water and in return they will give you all their
unconditional love and aﬀection, and will protect you and your family. It’s said dogs can reduce
stress, anxiety, and depression, ease loneliness, encourage exercise and playfulness. Caring for
a dog can help children grow up more secure and active and a dog also provides valuable
companionship for older adults.
If you have never had a dog in your family, you won’t understand the warmth and
companionship they bring; they are always by your side and instinctively know when you are
upset or down and are at your side immediately oﬀering love and attention. As a child living at
home with my parents, I wasn’t allowed a dog, my mother said that I wouldn’t take care of it,
and she would be the one left to feed and look after it, no matter what I said she wouldn’t
budge. Ergo the first thing I did when I married Pamela was to ask if we could have a dog, as
she had always had a dog growing up, she readily agreed.
We have owned five dogs since we were married Max a German Shepherd, defer (“D” for dog) a
Cocker Spaniel, and three Bullmastiﬀs, Bruno, Angus and Buddy who is now six months old.

Buddy the puppy.

Buddy at 6 Months old.

Max, our first dog was very good with our children and we always felt that they were safe to
play outside as long as Max was with them, he was with our children from birth and he looked
after them as if they were his own. We used to live next door to my Mum and Dad and when we
moved round the corner we could send Max with the children to see Grandma, she would wait
outside her house and we would stand at the top of the road, Max would stand between the
children and the road and ensure they never got passed him and would not allow them to cross
until Grandma said it was OK.
Our next dog “Defers” the Cocker Spaniel, she was Pamela’s dog, a nice dog really small and
playful always running around lots of fun and liked to go walking as often as she could. Bruno
was our first Bullmastiﬀ, he was the most laid-back dog we have ever had, he came with me
everywhere even to work, everywhere we went he was the most placid dog we have had so far.
Angus our second Bullmastiﬀ loved to travel in the motorhome and
exploring the camp sites. One of his special places was Hawes up in
the Dales, we have a favourite pub we like going to on the main street
they do nice meals and have a big open fire in the main bar area,
wherever we sat Angus would go and lie down in front of the fire, he
never moved no matter who was sat at the nearest tables, not even
when any other dogs came into the pub, only when the owner came
to give him some treats and a drink of water would he raise his head
take the treats and lay back down. He didn’t like the cold sea
whenever we took him to the beach but he loved running on the
sands but there Was no way he was going in the sea, but he loved
going to the pet parlour for his monthly shampoo and blow dry.
Before getting a puppy or a dog, make sure you will be able to care for them and give them a
happy, healthy life. After selecting a breed, research what to expect when your new dog joins
your household. Be honest with yourself about your lifestyle. For example, if your idea of
relaxation is vegging in front of the television, don’t get a dog that loves exploring the outdoors.
In present circumstances loneliness is a major issue which, for many, will still be there after
coronavirus. A dog will provide a loving, caring companion, ever at your side during life’s
journey and, in my experience, make you laugh, what we all need.
Many thanks to our Assistant Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Trevor and Pam Bolton.
Joe, the Cocker.
After 10mths of intensive searching, which was mainly on the internet, I finally found a 2yrs
6mths old Working Cocker Spaniel that was going to change my life forever. Working as a gun
dog on the beating line and living outside wasn’t for Joe, he wanted to be a family pet. He had
no desire to follow in the paw steps of his field trial champion relatives. Instead, Joe is my
amazing life changing dog, who means the world to me and I cannot imagine life without him.
The first thing I see every morning is a huge smile from someone that loves me. Just like for
many dog owners, it did not take long for the ‘he’s not allowed on the settee’ rule to disappear.
I also very quickly learnt that, in many ways, Working Cocker Spaniels are like toddlers, one of
which is they enjoy playing with cardboard boxes and packaging paper even more than
expensive toys!

Joe has made his Grandad’s life a much happier one and is definitely a big part of our family.
He loves making people happy, enjoys helping me and learning new skills to become an
assistance dog through the charity Dog AID (Assistance in disability). His friendly personality,
big smile, waggy tail and wiggle bum help others talk to me instead of just seeing my
wheelchair.

From day one, somehow Joe knew that when his mum’s eyes were closed, he had to lie down
and be quiet. He wasn’t taught this behaviour it just came naturally to such a caring astute dog.
Joe is not always patient, especially when he’s waiting for Matt, his dog walker, but whenever I
need to sleep and the days when I’m mainly bedridden, he’s the most understanding, patient
dog you could find. When I need a hand, he is very quick to give me a paw and big cuddle.
He’s a fantastic listener and great at keeping secrets. Its absolute bliss sitting on the settee with
my gorgeous doggy lying on my knee snoring his head oﬀ. Happiness definitely starts with a
wet nose and ends with a waggy tail, at our house!
Joe enjoys playing in the garden, including catching his orange chuck it balls. One day, he was
desperately waiting for me to throw one, but wouldn’t drop the ball that was already in his
mouth, so I decided to go ahead anyway. It was so funny seeing Joe trying to catch a ball,
whilst refusing to drop the one that was firmly held in his mouth. However, it didn’t take him
long to work it out, and he chose to bring back the one that had been thrown.

These are just a handful of reasons why the last 2 years 7 months have been so much better
than many previous years. My angel doesn’t have wings; he has four paws and gives me
unconditional love!
Enjoy, Kerry Smith

