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Welcome to this second issue of the West Yorkshire
Newsletter, ‘Marking Well’.
RINGING THE CHANGES
It was my great pleasure, in a full Masonic Hall at Mirﬁeld on 20th September, to
appoint and Install W.Bro. Alan Oldﬁeld as our new Deputy Provincial Grand Master
and W.Bro. Trevor Bolton as Assistant Provincial Grand Master.
Alan will probably be best known to you as our Provincial Grand Secretary, a posi)on
he previously held for over seven years, and Trevor has been a Trustee and past
Chairman of our Charity, the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, since 2008. I welcome them
both to their new roles and we all wish them well in their arduous du)es over the next
few years.
It was also my delight to be accompanied on the occasion by
the outgoing Deputy and Assistant Provincial Grand Masters,
V.W.Bro. Richard Pu/rell and W.Bro. Dr. Rod Taylor. They
have done a superb job in those roles since 2014 and I thank
them from the bo/om of my heart for a job well done.
Richard will con)nue in his role as Fes)val Chairman and Rod
will now be concentra)ng on documen)ng our Provincial
History in prepara)on for our 150th Anniversary in 2021.
A new Provincial Secretariat was also appointed at the Mee)ng and I congratulate
W.Bro. Graham Cooper on his appointment as Provincial Grand Secretary. I am sure
you will all join with me in wishing Graham speedy relief from his current illness.
W.Bro. Fraser McPherson was appointed as Deputy Provincial Grand Secretary and Bro.
Warren Marsden as Assistant.
In ringing in all of the above changes, I know that this wonderful Province of ours will
con)nue to move forward seamlessly, in harmony and good heart. I thank you all for
your con)nued support and the new Provincial Team now look forward to mee)ng and
working with you all as we start our new Masonic Year.
God bless you all - and Mark Well

Provincial Grand Master

A "me for change in the Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, West Yorkshire
“It’s hello from me”
“and it’s hello from him”

The bell had been rung and an Especial Mee)ng of Fearnley Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 58 was
arranged on Wednesday, the 20th September at Mirﬁeld Masonic Hall in front of an invited audience of
dis)nguished Mark Master Masons of this and other Provinces. Included were our Past Provincial Grand
Masters, R.W.Bro. Brian Morris Ba/y and R.W.Bro. James Benne/ Truswell , Past Deputy Provincial Grand
Masters V.W.Bro’s Bob Corﬁeld and Richard Boswell Pu/rell together with Past Assistant Provincial Grand
Masters, V.W.Bro. John Clough and W.Bro. Dr. Rod Taylor. Addi)onally, and very welcome, was Right
Worshipful Brother Bob Clancey, Provincial Grand Master for the Province of North and East Yorkshire, plus
his Deputy and Assistant and others too numerous to men)on.
The main purpose of the gathering was to Install Worshipful Brother Alan Oldﬁeld as Deputy Provincial Grand
Master and Worshipful Brother Trevor Bolton as Assistant Provincial Grand Master. The Lodge was opened in
due form by the Worshipful Master, Worshipful Brother Rod Dyer where, upon a report, the Provincial Grand
Director of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother John Vause was admi/ed and announced that the Provincial
Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother James Steggles G.M.R.A.C. demanded admission, To astonishment
and laughter, W. Bro. Rod’s ini)al reac)on was, “Do I have to do this”, response from. W.Bro. John, “no but in
considera)on of future preferments it might be a good idea”. That swung the decision and R.W.Bro. Jim was
admi/ed with an escort of the Provincial oﬃcers of the year and, to warm applause. The P. G.M. then took the
Chair and the Provincial Grand oﬃcers their respec)ve posts.

Before con)nuing, R.W.Bro Jim spoke warmly about V.W.Bro. Richard and W.Bro. Rod both of whom have
served the Province with dis)nc)on, exemplary service by both and not ended. W. Bro. Richard was Prov. D.C.
for four years and now is the Chairman of the Fes)val Commi/ee. W.Bro.Rod is undertaking the monumental
task of researching the history of the Province and producing a booklet for distribu)on in 2021 when our
Province celebrates 150 years, that will be some year.
The Prov.G.D.C. W.Bro. John, having formed an Escort and le> the Lodge, returned with W.Bro Alan Oldﬁeld.
The Patent of Appointment was then read by Worshipful Brother Fraser McPherson, Ac)ng Provincial Grand
Secretary following which R.W. Bro. Jim addressed W.Bro Alan upon the nature of his du)es, one of which is
to stand in for the P.G.M. when he takes a lengthy sojourn in Tenerife. The Provincial Grand Chaplain, Very
Worshipful Brother Edward Patnick then oﬀered a prayer. W.Bro Alan was then obligated, invested,
proclaimed and saluted by the members of the Province.
The Deputy Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother Andrew Brown, having formed an
Escort and le> the Lodge, returned with W.Bro Trevor Bolton The Patent of Appointment was then read by
W.Bro.Fraser McPherson, Ac)ng Provincial Grand Secretary following which R. W. Bro. Jim addressed W. Bro
Trevor upon the nature of his du)es, he can take his holiday when he wants!.

The Provincial Grand Chaplain, V.W.Bro. Edward Patnick then oﬀered a prayer. W.Bro Trevor was then
obligated, invested, proclaimed and saluted by the members of the Province.
Other appointments were;
W.Bro. Graham Cooper, Provincial Grand Secretary.
W.Bro. Fraser McPherson as Deputy Provincial Grand Secretary
Bro. Warren Marsden, Assistant Provincial Grand Secretary.
A sumptuous Fes)ve Board followed, one of the reasons that the Provincial Oﬃcers of the Year Sunday Lunch
is held in Mirﬁeld. The Toast, to the newly invested Rulers and the Province was eloquently delivered by
W.Bro. Keith Bradley, an enthusias)c, energe)c Past Master. This is, of course, the well known crawlers toast
and W.Bro. Keith did not disappoint, Uriah Heap would have been proud of him, preferment beckons. In his
response the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Alan acknowledged the support and
encouragement that he had enjoyed in Fearnley Mark Lodge, par)cularly with his brothers, W.Bro. Philip and
W.Bro. Chris. He and W.Bro. Trevor, Assistant Provincial Grand Master would cherish the memories of the day
for many years to come.

The toast to the Worshipful Master was skilfully, and amusingly, given by the P.G.M. R.W.Bro. Jim, who
recalled that our Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Brian Emme/ o>en expressed the view that
Mark Masonry should be managed in a manner that would induce Brethren to spend their most valuable
asset, their )me, in the company of one another. This they had undoubtedly done today and his thanks went
to all at Fearnley Mark Lodge who had made it such a success. Congratula)ons also to the newly appointed
Rulers followed by the words, ‘and the hard work begins tomorrow’. Replying W.Bro. Rod was disappointed
that, because of the nature of the event, they had foregone their normal Fes)ve Board fayre of Steak Pie,
chips and mushy Peas, for ‘posh’ food, but he knows he will probably not have to suﬀer that again for a long
)me.
Another one of those Special Mark Masonic Mee)ngs, we are a fortunate breed.
Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.
Communications Manager

Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons Inves"ture Mee"ng 13th June 2017
A happy and enthusias)c, motley crowd of Mark Master Masons made their way to London for the
Annual Inves)ture mee)ng of Grand Lodge which heralded changes in our Rulers.
The Most Worshipful Grand Master was in a/endance for the appointment and inves)ture of the Grand
Oﬃcers for the year 2017/2018 which then proceeded and included the following Brethren from the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, West Yorkshire;

First Appointment to Ac"ng Rank
W.Bro. Andrew Lesley Wright, G. Stwd.

Wharfedale Lodge
No. 1027

First Appointment to Past Rank
W.Bro. Paul Clarke P.A.G.D.C.
W.Bro. Alexander Steele P.A.G.D.C
W.Bro. Alan Crusher P.A.G.Swd.B.
W.Bro. Lawrence Alfred Wroe P.G.St.B.

Ainsty Lodge No.1739.
St Chad Lodge No. 374.
Ainsty Lodge no.1739
Portal Lodge No. 127.

Promo"ons to Past Rank
W.Bro. Richard Boswell Pu/rell to P.G.J.O
W.Bro. Anthony Cliﬀord Parker to P.G.J.O.
W.Bro. John English to P.G.S.D.
W.Bro. Michael Reuben Cawkwell Ricke/s to P.G.J.D.
W.Bro. Godfrey Bedford to P.G.J.D.

Integrity Lodge No.110
Integrity Lodge No.110.
Thorne Lodge No. 1004.
Thorne Lodge No. 1004.
Prince Edward Lodge No.14

Re Appointment to Ac"ng Rank direct from the Grand Lodge of M.M.M.
W.Bro. John Edward Vause D.G.D.C.

Haywra Lodge No. 525.

Congratula)ons to all concerned for preferment well jus)ﬁed and hard earned. A>erwards a goodly number
of our con)ngent dined at the Freemasons Arms, sharing the facility with our friends from the Province of
North and East Yorkshire where all enjoyed good food and company, remainder of our Party in the Connaught
rooms.
The day had been severely aﬀected by serious train delays and a number of the party arrived late. Some
enjoyed a period of light relief when one of our number paid a visit to the toilet facility. Having diﬃculty in
securing the door closed, he forced the issue. Restored to his personal comfort, he followed the procedure to
unlock the door; OH woe is he, it would not move. Emergency bells sounded, staﬀ were seen rushing to the
appropriate toilet to aﬀect a rescue, Who was in distress? Yes, Him again, W.Bro. Philip Drury, you cannot
keep him out of the headlines, well I can’t.
The moral of the story, take care on the way to Grand Lodge or you could ﬁnish up as the Provincial Grand
Lavatory A/endant.

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.

Communications Manager

A message from the Chairman of the Fes"val Comi1ee, V.W.Bro. Richard Pu1rell
Brethren, we are again at the start of another Masonic year and the Fes)val is just as important as it was last
year. My thanks to all who took part in the Provincial ac)vi)es, the Social Commi/ees ac)vi)es and your own
Lodge events. Well done to all. Let’s keep this momentum going. Small events in your own Lodges are a
wonderful way of enjoying each others company, of having fun and raising a few pounds for the good causes
of the MBF Chari)es. If you need help in organising, the Fes)val Commi/ee is here to help. Other things are
also important within our Lodges, non more so than our ritual, our fellow Brethren and the fabric of our
buildings. Charity is just as important.
Whilst our Fes)val concludes in 2023, there are Fes)val celebra)ons each year in other Provinces. Every
Brother and his partner is able to a/end these celebra)ons, not just the senior Brethren. Why not become a
Steward of that Fes)val. Next year, our neighbouring Province of Lincolnshire will be celebra)ng their
Fes)val. Come and join us and boost West Yorkshire’s representa)on. A great weekend away. It is also the
150th celebra)on of the MBF so will be extra special. Further informa)on from W.Bro. Philip Drury.
Regular giving by standing order has increased this last year, thanks to those who have started a new standing
order or increased their current one. These are in favour of the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust who can claim
back the gi> aid from the tax man. What a way to boost your contribu)on. All goes towards your own
personal honoriﬁc. Have a word with your Charity Steward for more details. Personal giving is via the Cleeves
and Whitehead Trust, Lodge giving is via the West Yorkshire MBF Fes)val
The Fes)val Commi/ee are here to help you raise funds for the Province and for your Lodges. Who are the
Fes)val Commi/ee? Allow me to introduce a few more of them:
Firstly, my thanks go to W.Bro. Fraser McPherson who is stepping down as Fes)val Secretary in
order to concentrate on Provincial Secretarial du)es. He has been working for the Fes)val since
its incep)on in 2015. His place will be taken by W.Bro. Mike Nowell. Many of you will know
W.Bro. Mike as Secretary for Integrity Mark Lodge, the SYAIM and his work on the Social
Commi/ee. A prize for anyone who can iden)fy the hand.
This year, W.Bro. Les Davy has been organising the Charity Steward’s workshops, giving your
Charity Stewards a greater insight into the workings of the MBF, the Fes)val and how it is
associated with the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust. If you need to know anything, your Charity
Steward should now have the answer. The role of W.Bro. Les on the commi/ee is to liaise with
the Charity Reps.
V.W.Bro. John Clough is the Fes)val whiz on merchandise. The badges, )es, cuﬀ-links and napkins
all come via V.W.Bro. John. Have you got your Fes)val lapel badge? It’s good to have the Past
Ass.Prov. Grand Master on the team. Have you seen? V.W.Bro. John is changing his railways for
the canal barge. Look out for the sponsored Barge Pull next year.

Finally Brethren, drum roll, party hats and )ckling s)cks at the ready. It’s the 2nd Northern Variety Show, To
be held at Bradford Grammar School, Saturday 14th April 2018. What a line up of acts. The proceeds to the
WYMBF Fes)val. Our Cra> PGM, R.W.Bro. David Pra/ is suppor)ng us by encouraging Cra> Masons to a/end.
However, it is the Mark Master Mason’s job to sell "ckets within those Cra7 Lodges, please help us to do
that so we can ﬁll the room and have a brilliant evening, thanks to the organising team of W.Bro. John
Whitworth, W.Bro. Trevor Smith, W.Bro. Stuart Cummins and Bro. Rod Scholes (Cra> ranks). For further
informa)on on the Fes)val, please ask your Charity Steward or one of the Charity Representa)ves.
V.W.Bro. Richard B Pu/rell, Fes)val Chairman

Right Worshipful Brother Brian Emme1, a Gentleman of substance.

Sadly, R.W.Bro. Brian departed to the Grand Lodge above on the 5th September
a>er a long ﬁght against prostate cancer. He will be sorely missed by his wife
Avril, daughter Sarah, grandchildren, Lauren and Harrison, and the family of
Mark Master Masons in West Yorkshire.
He was a colossus in Mark Masonry and made an enormous contribu)on to what
the West Yorkshire Province achieved in the past 25 years. If Brian were here to
read this he would, at this point, say but only with the help of many others such
as V.W.Bro. Brian Addy, R.W.Bro. Brian Ba/y and V.W.Bro. Alec Keay, that was
R.W.Bro. Brian. Diminu)ve in stature but with a massive heart, he spent much
)me thinking of others, he would never suggest any course of ac)on, change of
view, un)l he had carefully considered all the ramiﬁca)ons. This he might have inherited because I
understand that, at a very young age, he used to organise his siblings, delega)ng du)es. All this stood him in
good stead to form his own business in Saltaire, Emme/ Fabrica)ons which he ran un)l re)rement when he
gave the Company to the workforce. There is the measure of the man.
These business skills he brought to Mark Masonry and they served him well in the monumental task of
combining the two Chari)es, in 2006, to form the current Cleeves and Whitehead Trust. Undoubtedly
R.W.Bro. Brian had a passion for Charity and it became his main aim in his Mark Masonic career; he was
always looking for be/er and faster ways of geQng the message across to the Brethren and dependents in
need. He would look for Trustees who, “in his words”, would bring something to the table, be able to oﬀer
assistance whenever called upon to do so and not just go to an odd mee)ng and sit back. He didn’t just make
sure the C&WT got to know about requests for help but followed them right through to comple)on, keeping
in contact with the recipients and making sure their needs were met. He also put in place the organisa)on,
the Trustees, Welfare Oﬃcers and Administra)ve Oﬃcers and, largely, it has performed like a well oiled
machine, the Jewel in the Crown of the Province and a fantas)c tribute to his memory. This he accomplished,
in 2005, whilst undertaking the du)es of Grand Junior Warden which appointment took him far and wide,
suppor)ng the Grand Master.
When it came to Freemasonry Brian, as we know, was a very private man, but if you were allowed into his
private life, his family life, you would see a diﬀerent person all together. He was devoted to his grandchildren
taking a keen interest in their educa)on and ac)vi)es; he enjoyed taking them out for a meal, and his
favourite restaurant was an Italian restaurant in Yeadon which he frequently visited, with his family round the
table the transforma)on on his face was incredible. One evening, Worshipful Brother Trevor Bolton, our
Assistant Provincial Grand Master recalls that, to see his reac)on, he suggested that they had the dessert at a
diﬀerent restaurant. What happened next was a complete shock, he agreed so oﬀ they went to an ice-cream
parlour on the far side of Bradford, ice-cream being his favourite dessert. He was so excited he rang his
daughter to tell her, a special evening to remember for a long )me.
He had a ready sense of humour and some)mes a silly side which saw him amusingly adorned at the
Ho Downs that we used to enjoy. A straight talker, some would say quite asser)ve and I cannot believe that I
have used the word quite, you were never in doubt where you stood and woe be)de you making a mistake,
strips were verbally removed. This is well remembered by W.Bro. Bob Winterﬂood who suﬀered at Brian’s
tongue then realised that his bark was far worse than bite, which was true. Surprisingly, he could be
embarrassed especially when asked about his health, a brusque response “I will be ﬁne”, then when told that
there were many Masons out there who loved and admired him, response “don’t be silly”, but he knew.
A very conscien)ous, caring and commi/ed Husband, Father, Grandfather and fellow Mark Master Mason,
he is sorely missed by us all.

The Provincial Chaplain’s Corner
Love Mercy.
VW. Bro. Edward Patnick
In the First Newsle/er I explained that we are obligated to obey G-d’s Seven Laws of Mankind. The sixth one
is to “Appoint Judges”. The Judges must have certain a/ributes one of which was to,” to love Mercy” just as
our maker does. In Deuteronomy (30,20.) the verse say ‘to cleave unto him’ which the Talmud explains means
to cleave unto his ways. Just as He is merciful and just so too must everyone be merciful and just.
The power of prayer by a Righteous person or any sincere person can turn a harsh Judgment into a so>er one.
1/ Our Supreme Being showed Mercy to our Patriarch, the Righteous, Noah, when he saved him from the
ﬂood that was intended to destroy the en)re habita)on of the world, by instruc)ng him to build an Ark for
himself , his family and all living creatures. Noah didn’t pray to the Supreme Being to save everyone. However
he did inform anyone who asked why he was building an Ark.
2/ Later when Abraham was told by G-d that he was about to destroy Sodom and Gomorra he prayed to try
and save the ci)es. When he was refused he rested his case and only Lot and his family were saved from
destruc)on.
3/ Later s)ll a>er the incident of the Golden Calf, G-d informed Moses he would destroy all the Israelites.
Moses prayed to save the people but at ﬁrst this was not accepted. He went a step further than Abraham
by praying to G-d that if He did not forgive their sin he wished to be blo1ed out of the history of mankind.
His prayers were then answered so the Israelites survived.
G-d was surely right in all these occasions yet he was able to show mercy. If our Maker can show mercy so can
we!
G-d expects us to show loving kindness and mercy to our follow man as well as to Him.
‘ASK THE BOSS’
There remains an opportunity for anyone to pose a ques)on to the Provincial Grand Master on any aspect of
Mark Master Masonry or The Honourable Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners; dependent upon its nature he
may delegate the response to someone deemed more appropriate. For example, issues rela)ng to
ceremonial could be answered by Worshipful Brother John Vause, the Provincial Director of Ceremonies. All
ques)ons must bear the name and Lodge of the contributor, sent by e-mail to me, who will receive the
answer the day before the issue is published.
Sadly there was no response to this ini)a)ve ﬁrst )me around so here goes with one last prompt. In my
travels around the Province a number of ques)ons have been raised in my company, so they do exist, here is
one;
Can Royal Ark Mariner Lodges qualify for honoriﬁcs and what is the cost? the Provincial Grand Master
responded as follows;
'Royal Ark Mariner Lodges can qualify for Mark Benevolent Fund honoriﬁcs at all levels, as well as Mark
Lodges, i.e. as Patron, Grand Patron and Grand Patron Gold Award. The qualiﬁca)on amounts are the same as
for Mark Lodges. For the Province to qualify as a Grand Patron Gold Award Province (we are already a Patron
Province) all its MARK Lodges need to qualify as such ﬁrst. This is the Provincial Grand Master's target before
our Fes)val ends in 2023.
In this respect Royal Ark Mariner Lodges may wish to qualify in their own right, but some have already
pledged to help the Mark Lodges to which they are a/ached meet their Gold Award targets ﬁrst. In return,
those Mark Lodges have agreed that once they have qualiﬁed, they will assist their RAM Lodges to qualify.
This may meet the Provincial Grand Master's target sooner, but it is really up to the Lodges themselves to
decide.'
I hope to receive some ques)ons before the January issue, but if not, I think that we can assume that
Communica)on in the Province is excellent. A tribute to our Rulers, the Secretariat and maybe, the
Communica)on Manager. Come on, I know that you have them, let me hear them oﬃcially.

MEET THE TEAM- W.Bro. John Marrison, Provincial Grand Senior Warden
Our family has lived in the Bawtry, South Yorkshire area, since the late 1600’s, I was
born in November 1948 and brought up there and educated in the Doncaster area.
Half of Bawtry, lies over the border in NoQnghamshire, and I am pleased to conﬁrm
that I was born in the more select half.
The family tradi)onally being Builders and Plumbers, a>er college it was a natural and
easy decision for me to become involved in the construc)on industry and did so for
10years, then moving on to the construc)on materials supply industry working in the
produc)on and supply of aggregates, readymix concrete and cement products.
Kathleen and I married in 1970; we have two children James and Clare who have some )me ago both ﬂown
the nest and we now have four grandchildren, two of each, aged between 22 and 13years.Having re)red in
2007, my )me has been taken up with the family, past hobbies have been ﬁeld sports and cricket, and I now
only spectate in both.
Unsurprisingly Masonry now seems to take up an increasing amount of my available )me; I was ini)ated into
Hall Cross Lodge No5744 in 1984 in Doncaster, and in subsequent years became a member of the Mark
Degree, RAM, Royal Arch Chapter, Rose Croix, Order of the Secret Monitor, Allied Degrees, Order of the
Scarlet Cord and KTP. In 2013, it was a great surprise and privilege for me to be asked to serve as Deputy
Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler in the Order of the Secret Monitor in West Yorkshire, a posi)on I re)red from
in February 2017, also I held oﬃce for a couple of years as the Provincial Recorder. I was very pleased to be
invested as the Senior Warden for the Mark Province of West Yorkshire in April 2017 and I am enjoying the
du)es which I know will keep me very occupied over the next year; also I am currently Deputy Provincial
Grand Summus in the Order of the Scarlet Cord.
The past 33years spent in Masonry has been personally rewarding and has allowed me to make many good
friends and to spend many very enjoyable evenings in their company, long may it con)nue,M62 permiQng.

Second Northern Masonic Variety Show Saturday 14th April 2018
The First Northern Masonic Variety Show launched in 2015 was a great success and raised in excess of
£15,000 for the 2017 RMBI Fes"val. Three years later the Bradfordians Concert Commi/ee are proud to
present 'The Second Northern Masonic Variety Show'.
The Mark Benevolent Fund has now successfully completed its provision of 10 mobile Chemotherapy Units
across the UK and is currently ﬁnancing 52 new Ambulances and support vehicles for St John Ambulance.
The services of Freddie “Parrot-face” Davies as producer and compere have once again been secured and he
will be introducing a full cast of professional entertainers including :
From the world of Musicals and Opera – Cheryl Forbes who performed in the professional stage version of
‘Oliver’, Gordon Cree – celebrated Vocalist, Musician, Arranger, and Conductor of the BBC ScoQsh Symphony
Orchestra,Prize winning Cli7on & Lightcliﬀe Brass Band,Skelmanthorpe Male Voice Choir and back by
popular demand Terry Webster, Singer, Comedian and Vocal Impressionist (formerly with the ‘Rockin
Berries’) Plus Special Guest Ar"ste …
The venue will be Bradford Grammar School which provides an excellent concert venue, with ample secure
car parking on site. There will also be a fully licensed bar available.
Once again the Show will be complemented with a raﬄe, for which some wonderful prizes have already been
secured. Raﬄe )ckets will be available towards the end of the year and at the show. I fully endorse this event,
which is for a wonderful cause and will be the highlight of our Fes)val ac)vi)es in 2018. It also has the full
support of the Cra> Province.
Please click here for a booking form ……..
Thank you so much for your support ,
R.W.Bro. Jim Steggles

h/p://www.westyorksmark.co.uk/news/

