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Welcome to this sixth issue of the West Yorkshire Newsletter,
‘Marking Well’.

Visi ng in our Friendly Degree
We all associate with our Order being called “The Friendly Degree”.
But why is that so ? The Mark Degree was built on a culture of
encouraging all brethren to Visit other Lodges as well as a"ending
their own, and in that way mee%ng other brethren with similar mind
sets and helping to create new and las%ng friendships. That is how
the Mark Degree began, how it has always been, and is probably the
reason why it has been so successful.
When I was in the Chair of my Mark Lodge, it was acknowledged
that one my Responsibili%es of Oﬃce as Master, was to visit all the
Mark Lodges within my own Installed Masters’ Associa%on area. I
was judged to be an Ambassador for my Lodge during my year in the
Chair, and it was not uncommon to have 7 or 8 Masters a"ending a Mark Lodge Mee%ng. But
sadly, many Worshipful Masters these days do not seem to visit as they should.
The Installed Masters’ Associa%ons themselves were built to encourage visi%ng. They are
unique to our Province and provide a communica%on network between our Lodges, our
brethren and the Province. Despite their %tle, all Mark Master Masons in the Province are
members of the Associa%ons and their stated purpose is to promote friendship, harmony and
inter-visi%ng. But again, sadly, they are not being supported as much as they should be.
So I oﬀer a challenge to you all, brethren. Support your Installed Masters’ Associa%on by
a"ending its Annual Mee%ng and at least some of its organised Lodge visits. Encourage your
Worshipful Master to represent your Lodge by visi%ng other Lodges and accompany him on
those visits when you can. But most of all, let’s all get back to crea%ng more of those new and
las%ng friendships by our visi%ng, which will ensure that our Order will always remain

“The Friendly Degree”.
Jim Steggles, Provincial Grand Master
Note from the Editor
As ever I am very grateful to the following without whom the News le"er would not
have been possible; W.Bro. Stuart Burrows for his computer skills , V.W.Bro Edward
Patnick for injec%ng a touch of class and lastly Past A.P.G.M. in the Cra:, W.Bro. John
Gledhill for his undoubted professional input, I could not have produced it without
them. However, it is YOUR NEWS LETTER so if you have any ideas for future items, or
wish to write one yourself, my contact details are below and I look forward to hearing
from you. E-Mail, duncansmith161@gmail.com, Tel. 07932 692439

A Roller Coaster Century for Welcome Lodge of R.A.M. No. 651
Royal Ark Mariners from across the Province converged on the Masonic hall, Wellgate, Rotherham, Tuesday
25th September to share the Centenary celebra%ons of Welcome RAM.. There was, however, a blight upon
proceedings as the W.C, W.Bro. Chris Hamer had been in hospital and could not be present. Our thoughts
were with W.Bro. Chris and his wife and we all hope to see him back at the helm for future voyages.
The Immediate Past Commander Noah, Worshipful Brother Nick Jacques stepped took to the foredeck and
speedily dealt with the opening procedures which included a Dispensa%on. Upon a report, the Provincial D.C.,
W.Bro. John Vause was admi"ed and stated that the Provincial Grand Master R.W.Bro. James Steggles,
G.M.R.A.C. was without and demanded admission. He was du%fully admi"ed together with his Deputy, W.Bro.
Alan Oldﬁeld, Assistant, W.Bro. Trevor Bolton and an escort of Provincial Grand Lodge Oﬃcers. W,Bro. Nick
oﬀered the gavel which was taken as R.W.Bro. Jim had work to do, this also applied to the Team who took up
their posi%ons. All was set and W.Bro. Michael Minns began by reading extracts from the Consecra%on
mee%ng which was held at the Grand Hotel in Sheﬃeld in the presence of the P.G.M. R.W.Bro.Frederick
Cleeves supported by the Dep.G.Master R.W.Bro. Loveland and other Grand Lodge Oﬃcers. .

This provided a smooth transi%on to a short presenta%on of the History of the Lodge which had been put
together by W.Bro. Michael. At the outset, the Lodge was moored to Welcome Mark No. 661 and at the
Consecra%on four candidates were Elevated, they worked very hard in those days. The War having ended, an
‘Emergency Mee%ng’ was held in January1919 with two candidates and the Signs and Secrets’, plus ‘Working
Tools’ being explained by W.Bro. William Forsdike, a task he performed for the next twelve years. Annual subs
were set at ten shillings and sixpence and Eleva%on Fee one guinea; these s%ll being in place twenty nine years
later in 1948.During the year there were nine eleva%ons with another two at their installa%on Mee%ng in
1920. The Lodge then se"led into a regular pa"ern over the next ten years with thirty seven candidates. This
came to an end in August 1930 due to serious discord in the Mark which was suspended. The RAM Lodge
con%nued but was now suﬀering a lack of candidates. Eventually, in January 1940, a:er much trial and
tribula%on, Welcome Mark being erased, they were moored to Pudsey Mark No. 658, this pertained un%l
1979. when Pudsey Mark gave no%ce of their inten%on to form a new RAM themselves, fortunately Rother
Mark stepped in and Welcome RAM No. 651, as now, closed this turbulent period for the Lodge remaining at
Wellgate to this day. The Booklet chronicles the period to the present day , they now have thirty eight
members, s%ll a very buoyant Lodge. They have had many dis%nguished members, some of whom are s%ll
present, R.W.Bros. Philip Birch and Jim Truswell and some sadly no longer with us, W.Bro’s Lewis Burgin, Tom
Lowe, Bill Alstead and Terry Roebuck to name but a few.
The Provincial Grand Secretary, W.Bro. Fraser McPherson then read the Centenary Warrant which the PGM
presented to the ac%ng WC. Further work for R.W.Bro. Jim as he presented the Centenary jewels to all
Brethren of Welcome RAM No.651 present. A"en%on then turned one of the highlights of these mee%ngs, the
ora%on by W.Bro. Edward Patnick. Provincial Grand Chaplain. This was his eighteenth Ora%on in nine years as
Provincial Chaplain. Not bad for someone who was told, “It only involves a few prayers. WELCOME, derives
from Old English (Anglo-Saxton) "wil cuma" meaning will or pleasure Ancuma, a guest. It means receiving with
pleasure or gladness. Life is a Journey not a Des%na%on. Your Founders certainly had Faith to create a Royal
Ark Mariner Lodge near the end of the deadly Great War. In Hebrew, numbers are represented by le"ers from
the alphabet so a combina%on of numbers would make up a word. The ﬁrst quota%on, 661 reminds me of
Enoch, the great Grandfather of Noah who certainly walked with G-d. We are enjoined to follow in G-d’s way
and the Talmud asks how we do this and it answers by emula%ng his prac%ces.
These acts endorse the Grand Principles of Freemasonry; Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. The ﬁrst and last
are Charity or Relief. Visi%ng the sick and also mourners are expressions of Brotherly Love or Love your Neighbour. Truth of course is a belief in our Supreme Being which we must have in order to join Freemasonry. The
Second quota%on, 658, is, Noah Rejoice. We all should do this, as without Noah carrying out G-d’s orders and
building an Ark to save all living creatures we wouldn’t be here today

The Almighty sent a Rainbow as a reminder to us all of what could happen if we return to the ways of Noah’s
genera%on. The Rainbow reminds us all that no ma"er how dark things become, there is always light
a:erwards, it’s never too late for the eﬀects to improve, or we could try to put them right ourselves We must
remember that all our aspira%ons and conduct must be underpinned by our godliness and jus%ce. The last
quota%on, 651 is your present number, this equates to “The ﬁre which is yours”. Everyone has a ﬁre within
them maybe an aim, ambi%on, passion, pas%me, charity, sport or a favourite team. Maybe we should look to,
and implement, all the best advice and guidance we received from our parents and grandparents and our
Masonic history. Then we would be be"er able to reach our aim and have a meaningful life always striving in
our thoughts never to forget the Almighty and not to be deceiNul. May Welcome Royal Ark Mariner Lodge
prosper and carry on the good work of your founders, “un%l %me with us is no more”. So Mote it Be, another
gem from the maestro., the remaining business concluded, the Fes%ve Board beckoned.

The Toast to he Lodge was in the very safe hands of the PGM who recommended that all read the booklet
chronicling the history of the Lodge, an exercise in survival, remarkably keeping costs steady for twenty nine
years, oh how we wish we could do that now. The Lodge and Mark Masonry con%nue teaching the same
lessons that pertained when it was formed. This we must con%nue, our Precepts at the forefront of all we do
to make Be-er Men of Men and Be-er Mark Master Masons of Mark Master Masons Today is a tribute to
all that those who met here one hundred years ago endeavoured to achieve. It does not get much be"er than
this. In response, R.W.Bro. James Benne" Truswell thanked the PGM, not only for his contribu%on on the
evening but for all his support to Welcome and all his Lodges. He then drew a"en%on to the mee%ng on the
8th October which will feature the Dedica%on of a Plaque celebra%ng the Centenary to be inserted within the
Keystone feature; Ladies are invited as the mee%ng. Finally a big thank you to the PGM and
his Team of
Oﬃcers for making this a wonderful occasion.
Undoubtedly a night to remember. Be Happy you are a Mark Mason.
“We make 'be-er men of men', or be-er Mark Masons of Mark Masons'”
The above quota%on is a"ributed to R. W. Bro Brian Emme" of blessed memory, but
knowing Brian and working with him on the Mark chari%es for over thirty years. I believe he
was saying Masonry makes be"er men of men and Mark Masonry makes be"er Masons of Masons. Brian was
passionate about Mark Masonry and conveyed this at every opportunity!
Hope is born when we dedicate ourselves individually and collec%vely, to carry out the Sublime Precepts of
Mark Masonry “do jus%ce, love mercy, prac%ce charity; maintain harmony, and endeavour to live in unity and
brotherly love” I have tried to explain the precepts of Mark Masonry in the News Le"ers and I hope if by
carrying out these we make be"er “Masons by being a Mark Mason”. Also being a Freemason we must
believe in a Supreme Being. The Grand Principles of Freemasonry are Brotherly Love, which is Love your
Neighbour, Relief is Charity and Truth. Truth in Hebrew is “Emme ”! This is just three le-ers from the
Hebrew alphabet, the ﬁrst le-er ‘aleph’ the middle le-er ‘mem’ and the last le-er ‘tav’. Just as the le-ers
run right through the alphabet so G-d’s Truth runs through everything. Yes I’ve said this many mes, “I
have sat next to God on many occasions”.
We may live most of the year as if what ma"ers is our rank in Masonry or success or fame or power or
wealth. But we come together in our Mark Lodges to stand before G-d and acknowledge deeper truths. Not
only is the good we do in the world, just as accountable as the bad we do but moreover we must make sure
not to miss an opportunity to fulﬁl our mission on earth. Failure to seize the moment is in some ways worse
than a Sin. For the la"er one can repent, but how can one make up a lost opportunity?
We must remember the sanc%ty of life and the dignity of the individual. That is what we are summoned to
do in our Mark Ritual. G-d does not ask us to be perfect. He asks us to try our best to love Him, our
neighbours and even strangers. Mark Masonry fosters all the above and makes “be"er men of men”.

Fes val Update, V.W.Bro Richard Pu-rell, Fes val Chairman
As the new Masonic year begins to open, surely our thoughts go to what Fes%val events we are
going to organise and support. We have had the big events this year, both very successful, but
let us turn our thoughts to smaller events, those where all our Lodge members can feel
involved. They don’t have to be big events, a coﬀee morning at a Brother’s house, an a:ernoon
tea party, a country walk through the autumnal trees, a children’s cycle ride (big children
included!) or a game of bingo for the Widows and older Brethren. All these small events play a
part in suppor%ng the 2023 Fes%val. I have quoted R.W.Bro Brian Emme" before and I do it again, “it’s the
small events that count”. Sociable events, mee%ng up with friends and having fun. On the way suppor%ng the
good works of the MBF. Who knows when one of our family or friends may need their services? but if and
when they do, let us be able to say “we supported that”. It’s not just us, it’s our wives, partners,
grandchildren, so get them involved, show your lady this newsle"er and ask her to become involved, ask your
ladies to get in touch with Ruth Drury or Pam Bolton so that the Ladies of the Province can show us how it’s
done. Their emails were on the previous newsle"ers.
I men%oned a country walk as an idea but is anybody interested in joining me for a Perimeter Preamble? It’s
only 240 miles visi%ng the Lodges on the edge of our Province, over 12 to 13 days. This will take place in May
next year when the weather will be just right, our PGM says so! There will be a mixture of footpaths, bridal
ways and roads and, as with the Barge Pull, dona%ons will be via the MyDonate site or sponsorship forms in
the Lodges. If anyone would like to join me for a day or two, or even for the last few miles of a days walk,
please let me know richardpu"rell@hotmail.com, I would be pleased to have your company. Further details
will be in a le"er to Lodges in October/November. Thirsty work even thinking about a walk, Emme"’s Gin
anybody? Just ask W.Bro Philip Drury, W.Bro Chris Oldﬁeld or myself and we will deliver to your Lodge and all
the proceeds of this ﬂavoursome gin will go to the Fes%val. Now how’s that for a perfect way of suppor%ng
your Lodge honoriﬁcs?, siTng in your armchair, sipping your Emme"’s Gin and helping our Mark Charity.
Brethren, enjoy your Masonic year, there is more than charity and the Fes%val to Mark Masonry. Friendship,
ritual and fes%ve boards spring to mind. Plus all the work behind the scenes by so many Brethren that help
out Lodges ﬂourish. Mark Well Brethren.

The ﬁrst voyage of the Rugby Football Lodge of R.A.M. No. 1965
Together with visi%ng shipmates from other vessels moored nearby, the Crew of the Rugby Football Lodge
No. 1965 assembled at the home port of Thornﬁeld House on Tuesday, 31st July to witness the maiden
voyage, it having been launched on the 29th May. On a calm, late a:ernoon, in light winds, the lines were
slipped and the Skipper, Worshipful Commander John Fred Clough called all hands to the foredeck where
they were warmly greeted. A par%cular welcome to the Admiral of the Fleet, Right Worshipful Brother James
Steggles, G.M.R.A.C. who was oﬀered the helm but politely declined.
The dispensa%on for the mee%ng having been read, W.Bro. John Fred declared himself as Worshipful
Commander for the ensuing year, there been no other nomina%ons. Similarly, Worshipful Brother Michael
Jessop was declared Treasurer. The Director of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother Mark Holland then
proclaimed W.Bro. John Fred the Commander for the next year and he would have then appointed and
invested his Oﬃcers but it was approved that all the Oﬃcers would con%nue in their present roles un%l the
next Installa%on mee%ng to be held on Tuesday 30th April 2019, the Lodge having only two mee%ngs per
annum. The next important business was to have a Ballot for three fellow seafarers joining from other
vessels, this was conﬁrmed and Worshipful Brother Edward Wilkinson was conducted to the foredeck and
presented with his papers, the remaining two at a later date. Another Ballot then took place for a new
member of the crew, the press gang having been at work in the Port of Sheﬃeld, this also proved posi%ve and
Brother Peter Eville, a Mark Mason of the Lascelles Mark Lodge No. 887 was brought to the Deck.

W.Bro. John then skilfully navigated his Oﬃcers and Crew through the turbulent waters of the Eleva%on
ceremony; a special word for the 1st and 2nd. Lieutenants, Bro. Craig KIdd, Senior Warden and W.Bro.
Warren Marsden, Junior Warden for their presenta%ons and Worshipful Brother John Green for an excellent
rendi%on of the Working Tools and tradi%onal History. Sandwiched between were the Tools given by Brother
Wilf Ellio", culmina%ng in the Steps being explained by Worshipful Brother Paul Levey; this was very much a
team event and all who took part can be proud of a duty superbly discharged, some with very li"le no%ce.
The remaining agenda items covered, the Lodge was closed in due form and all adjourned to the mess for the
Fes%ve Board. The la"er was perfectly appropriate to the condi%ons, Pate, Chicken salad with new potatoes
and, in my case, Cheese and Biscuits, ‘perﬁck’ as Pop Larkin in the Darling Buds of May would have said.

It been agreed that the Toasts should be kept to a minimum, the W.C. proposed the Toast to the P.G.M.
thanking him for his a"endance again, at this stage 100% n.b. there have only been two mee%ngs, and also
paid tribute to the work that he had done in bringing the birth of the new Lodge to frui%on. In response,
R.W.Bro. Jim began by congratula%ng the W.C. on a wonderful ceremony and being allowed to stay in the
Captains Chair for another year. He also congratulated Bro. Peter upon his membership of the Ancient and
Honourable Fraternity knowing that, given his enjoyment of Mark Masonry, he would most surely feel at
home in Royal Ark Mariners.. A reminder was given in respect of some up and coming events being the
Centenary of Welcome R.A.M. on 25th September, Carl Whitehead R.A.M. which hosts the Provincial
Assembly at Tapton on 6th October, a Gala Ball at the Mercure Hotel, Bingley on the 1st December and the
Carol Concert on the 9th December at Brighouse Methodist Church. Look out for details of the Gala Ball to be
issued at the end of the month but, so as not to miss, put it in your diary NOW.
The toast to Bro. Peter was presented by his proposer, W.Bro. Alan, our Dep.P.G.M. who welcomed him
knowing that he would engage enthusias%cally in the Lodge and prove a most useful member. Bro. Peter said
that he had thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony and found it interes%ng and, I suspect, somewhat intriguing.
He looked forward to mee%ng all the Crew, many of whom he had not come across to date and contribu%ng
to Lodge business. The lines secured upon return to Port, all dispersed with smiling faces, happy disposi%ons,
no surprise there we are Royal Ark Mariners, Be Happy.

A Works ou ng with a diﬀerence to Howe Lodge of M.M.M. No.21
Not a Lodge that the Brethren of West Yorkshire will immediately bring to mind but
on Tuesday 18th September a delega%on a"ended the Installa%on of
Worshipful Brother Barry Sayers, Past Grand Inner Guard, you will here more of
that later, at the Masonic Hall, Loughborough. It comprised our Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Alan
Oldﬁeld, W.Bro. Philip Oldﬁeld and W.Bro. Mark Kenyon whom I thank for sending me the detail. The reason
other than the joy of Mark Masonry, they had all worked with W.Bro. Barry at the same Company in Leeds,
some 30 years ago, and had kept in touch; in addi%on he had been present at Fearnley No. 58 last year when
both Alan and Trevor Bolton were appointed and Invested as Deputy and Assistant Grand Masters
respec%vely. Also present, he is a member of the Howe Lodge, was the Assistant Grand Master, R.W.Bro.
Stephen Davison who we have come to know well in our Province; together with R.W Bro Phillip J Mann
Provincial Grand Master, Province of Leicester and Rutland.
This was W.Bro. Barry’s second term, ﬁrst %me around in 1997, and the short ceremony was professionally
and eﬃciently despatched whereupon the Oﬃcers of the Lodge were appointed and invested. Further
business was the presenta%on of three Grand lodge Cer%ﬁcates, the Lodge is blessed with a number of junior
brethren boding well for the future. The Fes%ve Board appeared to be well received as Alan said in his note to
Barry, “ Our sincere thanks for your bounteous generosity and fraternal fellowship which was heaped upon

us in spades at the Installa%on mee%ng”. He also commented, Barry had men%oned earlier that as Grand
Inner Guard he had revelled in being, “Guardian of the World”, this was also shared by Oﬃcers in West
Yorkshire, not quite the world, but it is GODS OWN COUNTY. Finally he looked forward to seeing them at
Fearnley Lodge No58 on the Wednesday 12th December, got nothing else on that night, then put it in your
diary now and join them for a good night of Mark Masonry, and the food is excellent.
The Brethren in the photograph are (le: to right) W. Bro. Alan Oldﬁeld; R.W Bro John Howe" Grand
Treasurer, R.W Bro Stephen Davison W.Bro Barry F Sayers W.M, W.Bro Mar%n R Collins; R.W Bro Phillip J
Mann Uncle Phil and W.Bro David Hickinbo"om Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Province of Essex.
‘Meet the Team’, W.Bro. Andrew Brown, Deputy Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies
I was born in Bradford on the 26th May 1972 and a"ended schools run by Nuns in the Halifax area leaving to
a"end Percival Whitley College to study engineering then working in my Father’s business. I worked my way
through the ranks of the Company eventually becoming Managing Director following the early re%rement of
my Dad.
Ini%ated into Rokeby Lodge No 6301 at Blackwall in Halifax on 26th May 1995, my Dad was a member which
made me a lewis, I became Master in February 2002. Dad had become Master for the second %me in 2001,
which allowed him to install me in the Chair; exalted into Heatherstone Holy Royal Arch Chapter No 1302, I
occupied the First Principles Chair in 2008 and went back through the chair in 2014. Advanced into Eland
Mark Lodge in March 2000, becoming Master in 2005, I was then elevated into Truth RAM in 2003.

My ﬁrst Provincial Appointment in Cra: was to Provincial Grand Persuivant (Inner Guard), I am currently
Liaison Oﬃcer for the Rugby Football Lodge and also Concord Lodge both in Huddersﬁeld and also Provincial
Membership Oﬃcer for the Province. This year, a very welcome surprise, with the appointment to
P.A.G.Std.Br in Grand Lodge, which at 45 is youngest Grand Oﬃcer the Province has seen.
In the Mark I am Deputy Provincial DC, and then in 2018 (OMG what a year!) I was appointed to Grand ADC.
Upon my promo%on to Deputy DC that meant that I would also become the DC for the Carl Whitehead Lodge
of RAM which gave rise to Provincial Royal Ark Mariner Grand Rank, the ‘icing on the cake’ for 2018
My elder sister emigrated to Melbourne Australia just over 11 years ago, and my parents followed,. I do miss
them, but fortunately see them every year when we visit for a month. James taught English at Carnforth
Secondary School but gave up the posi%on to follow his dream of running his own business involved with
food. We can be seen at Food & deli markets across the Province on a weekend selling his family style
Malaysian food (Curry & Satay), which is very enjoyable. With all this I need a rest and we can o:en be found
doing absolutely nothing on the East Coast at our touring caravan at Brandesburton where I have
seventeen! diﬀerent Gins to choose from, in between taking walks on the beach or into town with James and
our 3 year old Havanese dog ‘Charile’. When walking on the cliﬀ tops at Flamborough head on Boxing Day last
year, amidst the sleet, rain and freezing fog, James kept insis%ng that ‘there’s no such thing as bad
weather….. It’s down to bad clothing!.
I love what I have and what I do, I get 100% support from James and my family; I put a great deal in, but get
far more from it. 2018 What a year!

Escafeld Emergency Combined Lodges Mee ng July 25th 2018
Wow, what a mee%ng with one hundred and four a"ending to witness this ground breaking ini%a%ve, the
brainchild of Worshipful Brother James Ambler, supported by Worshipful Brother Philip Drury, the Worshipful
Master of Escafeld Lodge No.1139, the Brethren of the Lodge and Oﬃcers and Brethren of the other ﬁve
Lodges domiciled at Tapton Hall.

The support went somewhat deeper with the P.G.M., R.W.Bro. James Steggles, Dep.P.G.M. W.Bro. Alan
Oldﬁeld and Asst.P.G.M. W.Bro. Trevor Bolton accompanied by Past.P.G.M’s. Brethren Philip Birch, a delight
for all of us to see him present , and James Bennet Truswell together with the Past.Dep.P.G.M, V.W.Bro.
Richard Pu"rell and Past. Asst. P.G.M’s V.W.Bro. John Fred Clough and W.Bro. Dr. Rod Taylor. All assembled,
the Dispensa%on convening the mee%ng was read, the main agenda item being the advancement of Brother
Richard Morley , a member of the Lodge of Industry No. 6579. There was, however, another item when, upon
a report, the Provincial Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. John Vause was admi"ed and announced that the
Assistant Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother Stephen Davison was without and demanded admission.
Without escort he entered and was welcomed by W.Bro. Philip who oﬀered him the gavel to which the reply
was, ‘no thank you, I understand that you have had rehearsals on Monday, none too good, and Tuesday,
much be"er, I will leave it to you’.
The candidate then entered under the guidance of the Senior Deacon, Brother James Hoyes, a young Mark
Mason, this being his ﬁrst Ceremony as an ac%ng oﬃcer; an example to any junior Brethren, conﬁdent,
composed and totally at ease. Bro. Richard was then obligated and advanced to Mark Master Mason. This
was a ceremony that he assured me he would remember for the rest of his life, I suspect in no small part
because the Signs and Secrets were delivered by the P.G.M. Jim, the Working Tools by the Dep.P.G.M. Alan
and the explana%on of the Badge by W.Bro. Michael Robson, all undertaken impeccably. Finally, Brother
Charles Drury who, all being well, will be installed as W.M. in April 2019 by his Father, gave the Conclusion,
very sincerely presented to Bro. Richard, for whom he had acted as seconder.

That would normally have been that with Bro. Richard being advised that, upon some future occasion, he
would receive a Lecture but Worshipful Brother Michael Minns leapt from his chair and delivered it, a ﬁrst, I
have never seen it done on the night. To the delight of everyone this was performed in W.Bro Michaels own
energe%c, enthusias%c style, with with the occasional melodrama%c, thespian overtone. This was the icing on
the cake and the Lodge was closed with a general acceptance that , as the A.G.M. said, it had been a brilliant
ceremony, congratula%ons to all. Fes%ve Boards at Tapton Hall are now back to a very acceptable standard
and this was no diﬀerent, par%cularly I am told as I did not indulge myself, the Apple Crumble and Custard.
The Toast to Grand Lodge and, importantly, the principal Guest, R.W.Bro. Stephen was in the hands of W.Bro.
Philip. He began by thanking, once again, R.W.Bro. Stephen a"ending on this signiﬁcant moment in the
history of Mark Masonry in Sheﬃeld. The a"endance was a reﬂec%on upon the esteem that Mark Masonry in
general, and Grand Lodge in par%cular, were held not only in Sheﬃeld but throughout the Province of West
Yorkshire. Finally he expressed the hope that the ini%a%ve would be developed and, to this end, he was very

happy to report that Sincerity Lodge No. 943 had picked up the baton and that they will host the event in
2019, excellent news. In response, R.W.Bro. Stephen said that he was very happy to have been present and
that, being an Honorary Member of Fearnley Lodge No. 58, he has many happy memories of the Province and
will return. He was sure that the mee%ng had been a %mely boost for Mark masonry in Sheﬃeld and that it
was to con%nue, he then thanked the Past Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. John for his
assistance during the evening. He had been present and par%cularly enjoyed the 2nd Northern Variety Show
which had successfully raised ten thousand pounds for the Fes%val and, in that regard, he had been present
at the Province of Lincolnshire celebra%ons when they announced that they had raised eight hundred and
ﬁ:y four thousand pounds. As regards the Order na%onally, we are holding our own but membership
reten%on is an issue and we must do all we can to assist the Cra: in securing new members.

W.Bro. Charles Drury then proposed the Toast to the P.G.M. stressing that the success of the evening was in
no small part down to the support from himself and fellow Rulers. R.W.Bro. Jim is always posi%ve with a
cheery disposi%on and we are very proud to have him as our Provincial Grand Master leading from the front
as he has done tonight. R.W.Bro Jim thanked him for his very kind words, congratulated Bro. Richard upon
becoming a Mark Master Mason and W.Bro. James Ambler for the ini%al idea. With %me pressing, W.Bro.
James proposed the toast to Bro. Richard, a very keen visitor who he will ensure joins him on his travels and is
a fan of medieval enactments, a perfect ﬁt for the Old Mark Workings Team. Bro. Richard conﬁrmed that he
had thoroughly enjoyed the Ceremony which he will never forget and was looking forward to his future as a
Mark Master Mason. Finally the Toast to the visitors was in the hands of W.Bro. John Maxwell who thanked
all who had a"ended for their support commen%ng that we are fortunate in the Province of having a ﬁrm
culture of visi%ng. Responding V.W.Bro John Fred agreed that it had been an excellent evening, almost as
good as Knaresborough Castle, whoops shades of Old York here! He welcomed Bro. Richard and trusted that
he would spend many years enjoying his Mark masonry and ﬁnished with a pat on the back for the Senior
Deacon, Bro, James, well deserved. Those present undoubtedly had a night to remember and they can always
say, I WAS THERE, remember there is only ever one ﬁrst. Be happy, Enjoy!
The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, Communica on September 11th 2018
A rela%vely small, but select band of West Yorkshire Mark Master Masons, made their way to Great Queen
Street to a"end the Annual Appointment and Inves%ture process Part Two which was in the presence of the
Pro Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Raymond John Smith. Those receiving ac%ve Rank and First
Appointment were appointed and Invested in June. It was now the turn of the more seasoned Brethren who
were in receipt of promo%on at Past Grand Rank level.
It is important to record that, with the obvious agreement of many, the opening processional process was
changed. All processional par%es were admi"ed in order, with the Brethren remaining standing, and, when
complete, the Pro Grand Master received saluta%ons then dealt with the business set out in the Summons.
Congratula%ons to all those receiving preferment, jus%ﬁed and well earned, who were as follows:
Rod Taylor, Past Asst.P.G.M. to P.G.J.O. (and V.W.Bro.)
Alan Oldﬁeld our Deputy P.G.M. to P.G.S.D.
Terry Gatherum Worth 727 to P.G.S.D.
Stephen Wood Lightcliﬀe 715 to P.G.S.D.

Jack Pigo1 Britannia 53 to P.G.J.D.
Philip Drury Escafeld 1139 to P.G.J.D.
Finally and as a direct appointment by Grand Lodge for all the work he does at Na onal
level for our Masonic Charies, James Newman of Britannia, No 53 to P.G.J.O. (and V.W.Bro.)

In his address, M.W.Bro. Smith conﬁrmed that the revised procedures for Annual Inves%ture would con%nue
for the foreseeable future. He also advised that the recent MBF Fes%val in Lincolnshire raised Eight hundred
and Fi:y three thousand pounds, truly outstanding as they only have 22 Mark Lodges. The ﬁnal Blood Bikes
have now been delivered and presented and the ﬁrst tranche of support to St John Ambulance has also been
handed over.

Our Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother James Steggles, G.M.R.A.C hosted a table at the
Connaught Rooms whilst the majority of the remainder joined with our friends from North and East at the
Freemasons Arms. Another sparkling Mark Masonic occasion, why? Because we all smiled and were happy
being Mark Master Masons.
Annual General Mee ng of the South Yorkshire A.I.M. September 2018
The Annual General Mee%ng of the South Yorkshire Associa%on of Installed Masters took place at Tapton
Masonic Hall, Wednesday 5th September with forty one in a"endance but sadly, again, only one Oﬃcer from
a sister Associa%on. Our thanks go to the President of the Huddersﬁeld, Halifax and Districts Assoc., W. Bro.
Steven Spooner, who was incidentally at the Leeds AGM, not forgeTng W. Bro. Edward Wilkinson, Past
President of Bradford I.M.A. who does get everywhere nowadays whilst holding down a demanding job. It
bears repea%ng that the raison d’être of the Associa%ons is to foster visi%ng and I hope that when we reach
the ﬁrst AGM next year, at Bradford, that these entrea%es have not fallen upon deaf ears.

The Mee%ng was formally opened by the ac%ng President, Worshipful Brother Alex Geddes who welcomed
the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother James Steggles G.M.R.A.C together with the Assistant
Provincial Grand Master W. Bro. Trevor Bolton. W. Bro Alex then presented the Presidents report and
thanked the Brethren of the Associa%on for their support. W.Bro. Mike Nowell then gave his Secretary’s
report, emphasising the need for visi%ng to be at the top of the agenda. He also men%oned the Presidents
Sunday Lunch, 20th Jan. 2019 and the AGM on Wednesday, 4th September 2019. The Ac%ng President then
invested President Elect, wishing him a very happy and successful year in Oﬃce, the new Team being;
President, W. Bro. Chris Watson, Britannia Lodge,
Senior Vice President, W. Bro. Alan Corbridge, Integrity Lodge,
Junior Vice President, W.Bro. David Sunderland, Portal lodge.
W.Bro. Mike Nowell, upon a proposi%on, was duly conﬁrmed as Secretary for another year, with Brother
Steven Hides as Treasurer and W. Bro. Alan Corbridge as Assistant Secretary
In his address the Provincial Grand Master began by congratula%ng W. Bro. Chris and the rest of the team
upon their appointments, with a par%cular reference to the Secretary, W. Bro. Michael Nowell for all his
eﬀorts and he wished them all a happy and successful year. He stressed that in respect of the Fes%val, the
important events would be those organised by Lodges, solely or in groups, being smaller, local func%ons, pig
races, coﬀee mornings, Lodge Sunday Luncheons and weekends away. Something to bear in mind there
Brethren, the emphasis must be on enjoying ourselves. Finally he had been delighted at the response to his
request for ritual books not to be used in our mee%ngs, it does send out the right message to Candidates and
Brethren in general.

