
    

    

Welcome to this first issue of the West YorkshireWelcome to this first issue of the West YorkshireWelcome to this first issue of the West YorkshireWelcome to this first issue of the West Yorkshire    

Newsletter, ‘Marking Well’.Newsletter, ‘Marking Well’.Newsletter, ‘Marking Well’.Newsletter, ‘Marking Well’.    

This newsle
er is designed to give you early no�ce of forthcoming events and report 

on their progress, as well as providing a communica�on channel for items of local 

interest not normally included on our Provincial website. Rest assured that the  

Provincial website will con�nue to provide all the latest news items from around the 

Province and give you more informa�on on these and other events in the usual way. 

 

It is not perhaps surprising that this first issue of the Newsle
er 

is dedicated to our 2023 West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund 

Fes�val, which it was my pleasure to launch in 2016. It contains 

an update from our Fes�val Chairman and I join with him in 

congratula�ng you all for such a successful first year. 

The Newsle
er will also contain a regular feature en�tled 

‘Meet the Team’, which will give you the opportunity to learn 

more about our hard working Provincial Officers. This issue  

features W. Bro. John Vause, Deputy Grand Director of  

Ceremonies and our Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies 

 

I am extremely grateful to the Editor, W.Bro. Duncan Smith, for agreeing to produce 

this newsle
er, which I hope you will find interes�ng and informa�ve. He will, of 

course, need input from individual members and Lodges, so please let him have early 

informa�on of your future events and any ar�cles or items you feel could be included. 

You will find Duncan’s contact details at the foot of this page. 

I do hope you enjoy reading these newsle
ers, and thank you all for the tremendous 

support you con�nue to give to this wonderful Province of West Yorkshire. 

 

God Bless you all and ‘Mark Well’ 

 

 

 

 

Jim Steggles 

Provincial Grand Master 

 

 

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D. 

Communications Manager / Editor. 

E- mail, duncansmith161@gmail.com 
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A message from the Chairman of the Fes�val Comi�ee, V.W.Bro. Richard Pu�rell  Dep. Prov. G.M. 

Brethren, the end of the first year of the West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Fes�val has now arrived and I would like 

to thank you and your ladies for the way in which you have supported the Provincial Grand Master during this period. I 

am well aware that we have also been involved in the Cra; Fes�val which culminated at the Royal Armouries on  

Saturday the 10
th

 June and what a great success that was. It was good to see so many of the Mark Brethren suppor�ng 

that occasion. 

 

Well done also for your contribu�ons to the Mark Fes�val this last year, suppor�ng Lodge raffles, Social Commi
ee  

Sunday Lunches, Lodge events and of course, increasing the numbers of personal standing orders to the Cleeves and 

Whitehead Trust. I have to say that my Grandchildren enjoyed the Pig Race! Thanks W.Bro John.  

 

The MBF walk in London by all the Provincial Grand Masters and their Execu�ve, was a sight to behold. Imagine a  

crocodile of elderly Brethren wondering through the parks of London. More importantly, it caught the imagina�on of 

the Brethren of West Yorkshire who sponsored the PGM to an amazing amount of over £45,601!! Thank you to all.  

However Brethren, our PGM didn’t finish the last three yards, he was whisked off his feet by W.Bro John Vause  

(ex Fireman) and carried up the steps into Mark Masons Hall, much to the laughter of all present. A fiFng end to a great 

day. 

So Brethren, on to the next few years. Fun events are being planned, so come along with your partners, families and 

friends and support the hard work which will have been put into the organising. Let us raise more £s for these excellent 

causes :-  

 Hope for tomorrow £2.6m The Mobile Chemotherapy Units, 10 units designed and staffed to help those who 

have to travel long distances for treatment. We all know people who are touched by this problem. St. John Ambulances, 

£3m+, it is 17 years since Mark Masons last helped St John Ambulance and their fleet is now well used. Local  

communi�es around the country will con�nue to benefit from the services of St John Ambulance who can be the  

difference between a life lost and a life saved. 

Blood Bikes The “Mark Master Mason” Blood Bike, costs £18,000, is a brand new fully equipped Honda ST1300 Pan 

European model built for speed and comfort. Run by a charitable organisa�on with local volunteers delivering essen�al 

blood, platelets and other urgent medical resources and supplies out of hours between hospitals and healthcare sites  

The Fund has disbursed many millions to individual pe��oners and an even greater sum in grants to chari�es within 

the wider community. These projects can only be funded with your help and dedica�on. 

If you are the newest Advanced Brother in the Province or if you have a 50 or 60 year cer�ficate, all will be welcome at 

any of the events. Please remember that all monies raised goes to the good causes, not to administra�on. The  

Fes�val Commi
ee are here to help you raise funds for the Province and for your Lodges.  

Who cons�tute the Fes�val Commi
ee? Allow me to introduce a few of them: 

W.Bro. Tom McDougall, Past Master of Sincerity Mark Lodge. As well as working with W.Bro. John Fred Clough on the 

Marke�ng and Merchandise material already produced, W.Bro. Tom will be concentra�ng on the final Fes�val Event 

weekend in 2023. A long �me away maybe, but plans have to be put in place and a great deal of prepara�on has already 

been undertaken. Mrs Ruth Drury and Mrs Pam Bolton are heading up our Ladies sec�on , watch out for future ladies 

events. W.Bro Chris Oldfield is our latest addi�on to the Fes�val Commi
ee. If you or your Lodge wish to organise a one 

off event, he’s the one to contact. He will liaise with the Commi
ee so we can support and guide you in any way  

required. 



Some events you may have missed and wished you had not!! 

Haywra Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 525 and Claro Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No. 525 held a  

Sunday Lunch at Harrogate Masonic Hall on the 10
th

 July 2016. Probably the first Mark / Ark Mariner Lodge 

event in aid of the West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Fes�val. Despite ini�al concern, 67 a
ended,  

including children, enjoying a three course meal, including a carvery, delicious fare.  W. Bro. Roy Schofield, 

Worshipful Master of Haywra, thanked all for a
ending a special thank you to all the Stewards and expressed 

the hope that this was the first of many. Thoroughly enjoyed by all and £200 to the Charity. 

Something Special in Sheffield for Escafeld Lodge of M.M.M. No. 1139   

A select band gathered at the pala�al abode of W. Bro. Philip and Ruth Drury to enjoy an a;ernoon of  

interes�ng conversa�on, laughter and learning in superb company whilst being fed and watered.  Games 

were available including ‘Smack the rat’, which  your Editor singularly failed to achieve and two tes�ng  

quizzes, where again he failed miserably. 

       

The a;ernoon was blessed with fine weather and the added spice of viewing the Koi carp collec�on that W. 

Bro. Phillip maintains. These are beau�ful fish, some very large as can be seen in the a
ached photo of an oily 

specimen, no not Philip you fools, the fish; Philip is the one naFly dressed. Congratula�ons to both Ruth and 

Philip for their hospitality and also for a dona�on of £450 to the Fes�val.  

The Pigs were out, courtesy of Dartmouth Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.545 

A great night a
ended by a good mix of Mark and Cra; Masons plus a handful of children making for a noisy 

enjoyable evening hosted by Bro Steven Broadbent from Fearnley  Mark Lodge No. 58. Pink mechanical pigs 

are used on a track quite different  from screens used in horse racing making it a much more fun and live 

event especially  with a few children present  plus a few older big kids. This was followed with a pie ‘n pea 

supper and a raffle which managed to raise the wonderful sum of £700 for the 2023 Fes�val. The highlight of 

the evening  was to see the winners of the last auc�on race, the granddaughters of our very own DPGM, W. 

Bro. Richard Pu
rell, going home with the money in their pockets. This event was the idea of W. Bro. John 

Madigan who is hoping to make it an annual event, throughout  the fes�val.  

 

 

 



 “High jinks” at the L.D.I.M.A. Gala Dinner 

Saturday 17
th

 June 2017 at Harrogate MH saw the L&DIMA Gala Dinner hosted 

by the President of the Associa�on, W. Bro. Keith Harmer of Haywra Lodge No 

525 and his wife Karen.  The guests of honour were the Provincial Grand Master, 

RW Bro. James Steggles GMRAC and his lady, Joan.  A;er an aperi�f or two, the 

forty six members of the associa�on and guests enjoyed a superb three course 

meal.  On conclusion, the President toasted the Queen and thanked everyone 

for a
ending.  Everybody then enjoyed the evening’s entertainment of the Back 

Row Boys, which includes W. Bro. Trevor Dickinson, the Associa�on  

representa�ve of Copley Lodge No 111.  A raffle was held for the 2023 Fes�val 

which raised £134. 

Peace Lodges Sunday Lunch 

 

The Peace Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Lodges, both No. 681 held their joint Sunday lunch at Uppermill with 50 

members, ladies and guests a
ending. The usual high quality buffet was available and it was no�ceable that a number 

of ladies went to the dessert table twice, my gentlemanly nature prevents me from naming them but they both had 

pineapple first �me around. Generous raffle prizes having been donated, £227 was raised for the 2023 Fes�val.  

Gorgeous weather and superb company, looking forward to next year. 

Events to come which you should not miss 

Second Northern Masonic Variety Show – April 2018, by agreement with the Cra; commi
ee, the proceeds of this 

event will be for the benefit of the 2023 Mark Fes�val. 

The show will be hosted by Freddie "Parrot Face" Davies who was excep�onal on stage in 2015 with his wit and  

repartee and kept a cap�ve audience throughout.  

There will also be the customary Brass Band which is again the Cli;on and Lightcliffe Band who performed admirably at 

the previous show and thrilled the audience. They will be joined by the Skelmanthorpe Male Voice Choir which was 

formed in 1934 and has a proud tradi�on of providing fun and enjoyment wherever they perform.  

Again because of his energy and sheer professionalism Terry Webster formerly of the 1960's group the "Rockin Berries" 

returns to the stage to provide comedy and impressions of famous ar�sts. A real treat is in store for the audience to 

see, and his act will be remembered for a long �me to come! 

 

Next is Victoria Yellop, a professional violinist with an acclaimed track record of having played with the  

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, and having backed such ar�sts as Will Young, Gloria Gaynor, and Vanessa Mae. She has 

previously played solo for Her Majesty the Queen to a crowd of 70,000 people and has toured this and con�nental  

Europe and  will keep the audience cap�vated. 

 

Finally a husband and wife team with, performing solo, Gordon Cree who is a well known conductor, arranger, pianist, 

singer, organist, and cabaret entertainer. I am sure he will add another dimension to the show!  Followed by His wife, 

Cheryl Forbes who has a fabulous opera voice having previously played the part of "Nancy" in the professional stage 

version of Oliver. She too has worked alongside many well known stars of screen and stage. Last but not least, it cannot 

be promised but Rick Wakeman has indicated that, if available, he will a
end and add further "sparkle" to our event. 

 

The show will commence at 7pm prompt, with a licensed bar provided at the interval. Tickets are priced at a modest 

£20 per person and will be on sale from early September 2017 on a "first come first served" basis. Details of how to 

book will be no�fied to all Lodges throughout our Province. 

This will be a "Night to Remember" and I hope you will all support it for our very worthwhile cause! 

 

Worshipful Brother John Whitworth is performing two Concerts this autumn, Saturday 28
th

 October and Saturday, 4
th

 

November. Both will be in aid of the West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund fes�val and will be en�tled “More of the 

60's...with a hint of comedy thrown in"  Make of that what you will!! The �cket price will be the usual £14.50 with the 

customary meat pie supper. Superb events, not to be missed and sell outs so get in early. 

 



A swarm of Provincial Officers of the Year 2017  

												

       

 

 

 

This was the 24th event since the Provincial Grand Lodge Officers’ Luncheons were established by  

Right Worshipful Brother George Henry Philip Birch, who was present, during his period of stewardship of the 

Province.  They have since been recognised as one of the highlights of their term and this was no excep�on, 

the atmosphere humming with buzz of laughter and cha
er, interrupted only by the consump�on of a  

delicious meal.  Formali�es are kept to a minimum, with the purpose of the event to bring the Officers  

together as a precursor to them enjoying numerous Lodge visits together to enhance their year. 

                      

 

 

 

It took place, as has been the case for some years, at the Masonic Hall, King Street, Mirfield, the home of 

Fearnley Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 58.,otherwise known as the ‘House of Oldfield’, W. Bro. Alan   

dining while his brothers Philip and Chris were Stewards, Alan has the right balance!  

The event was hosted by the P.G.M., R.W. Bro. James Steggles G.M.R.A.C, with a total of 68 Provincial Officers 

of the year, their Ladies and Partners a
ending.  

              

 

 

 

 

A five course meal, being of the usual high standard was delivered by a goodly number of Stewards, wives 

and partners, supplied by the Lodge.  A;er the meal, everyone gathered in the hall and were warmly thanked 

for their efforts by R. W. Bro. James Steggles.  In acknowledgement, W. Bro. Rod Dyer, Worshipful Master of 

Fearnley Lodge, said that it had been a pleasure and invited the Provincial Team to return in 2018. This was 

noted by R. W. Bro. Jim and accepted. 

If you would like a copy of your photograph, email the Editor at duncansmith161@gmail.com 

who will oblige. 



A swarm of Provincial Officers of the Year 2017 , con�nued 

 

 

 

During the raffle which 

raised almost £300 for the 

Fes�val, R. W. Bro Philip 

won a prize and to his  

delight chose a litre bo
le 

of Bombay Sapphire gin 

and Mixers. He then won 

another prize which he  

donated to Mrs Pauline 

Corfield, a delight to see 

her present and looking so 

well. Very Worshipful 

Brother Bob, also looked a 

lot happier.  This gesture, 

as R. W. Bro. Philip pointed 

out, was to save him buying 

her a Birthday present next 

month. Surprise, surprise, 

he then won a third prize 

which he declined. The 

moral of this story, next 

�me have THREE bo
les of 

Gin as prizes!! 

 

An excellent event  

enjoyed by all. 

Smile, Be happy and  

enjoy your summer, if we 

have one. 

WE DID IT !!! 

News update, the total raised for the M.B.F. a staggering £437,934.71, even more amazing £45,601 raised for the 2023 

Fes�val. WOW, what an effort by our Province and the walkers didn’t do too badly either. To read the full ar�cle go 

to :- 

h�p://www.westyorksmark.co.uk/2017/05/we-did-it-west-yorkshire-mbf-walk-team-

sponsorship-tops-an-amazing-43000 

If you would like a copy of your photograph, email the Editor at duncansmith161@gmail.com 

who will oblige. 



‘ASK THE BOSS’  

An opportunity for anyone to pose a ques�on to the Provincial Grand Master on any aspect of Mark Master 

Masonry/ The Honourable Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners; dependent upon its nature he may delegate the 

response to someone deemed more appropriate. For example, issues rela�ng to ceremonial could be  

answered by Worshipful Brother John Vause, the Provincial Director of Ceremonies. All ques�ons must bear 

the name and Lodge of the contributor, sent by e-mail to the Editor, who will receive the answer the day  

before the issue is published. 

 

This being the first issue of ‘Marking well’, I do not have any ques�ons therefore the floor is open to all of 

you. The next issue will be published in early October but as there is much work in puFng this together, could 

I ask that you send your ques�ons to me by the 9
th

 September.  

 

The Provincial Chaplain’s Corner — V.W.Bro Edward Patnick . 

During the next few edi�ons of the Newsle
er I would like to add a 

small contribu�on which I hope will give you food for thought, 

mainly on our aims, objects  and the sublime precepts of our  

Order. 

 

One of the outstanding pieces of  ritual in the Advancement  

Ceremony is undoubtedly the closing address to the candidate,  

par�cularly if it is delivered to him by someone who  

understands the essence of the piece. This is a true statement 

when any ritual is undertaken, especially to a new candidate. 

 

Love Jus�ce! 

 

This stresses the importance of obeying G-d’s laws. To be a Freemason one must believe in 

a Supreme Being so this naturally follows. 

 

The First Six Laws were given to Adam at the �me of his crea�on and they apply to every 

human being. They are :- Thou shalt not commit Idolatry, Blasphemy, Murder, The;,  

Adultery, you must appoint Judges to rule over you. A;er the Flood Noah was given an extra 

Law which was :- you must not eat from the flesh of a living Animal. We now have the Ten 

Commandments which apply mainly to Abrahamic religions. If we follow these Laws we 

have to do Jus�ce!  

 

No one can be a Freemason unless he prac�se the Seven Laws of  

Mankind, known as the Noahide Laws. The Anderson Cons�tu�on of 1723 says “ a mason is 

obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law! 

 



MEET THE TEAM-W.Bro. John Edward Vause, Prov. Director of Ceremonies 

I was born on 10th August 1960 in a village called Westow near Castle Howard  in the East Riding, but was brought up, 
educated and have always lived in Harrogate.I served in the West Yorkshire Fire Service for 32 years to 2010 and then 
took over the family funeral directing business, which I still run. 

I married Julie in 1991 after proposing to her at our own ladies night. We have one son Max, who is now training as a 
Chartered Surveyor. I played Rugby until 2012 and very much enjoy following the game but miss playing greatly. Other 
than Masonry my main hobby is old cars and I am a member of several car clubs but do most of my rallying and events 
with the Veteran Car Club of Great Britain, being a director and member of the executive and past Chairman of the North 
East Section. 

My Initiation as a 21 year old Lewis into the Harrogate and Claro Lodge no. 1001, took place in 1981, becoming its 
youngest Master in 1990 aged 29 years, afterwards serving in several offices including six years as DC. I was appointed 
Prov. ADC in 2000, serving two years, then Prov. Deputy for three years and PPJGW 2005. 

The Mark degree being my late father’s favourite order, I was advanced into Haywra 
525 in 1983, becoming WM in 1988; and in 1989 I was very proud to be the cushion 
bearer at the Investiture of RW Bro James Bramley Morley, at the Royal Hall carrying 
his chain of office. In 1993 I was appointed Prov. Grand Registrar, then Prov. ADC, 
PPGJW in 2000, Prov. Dep. DC, and in 2010 Grand Rank of PAGDC and what I 
thought would be the summit of my Masonic career Provincial Grand Director of  
Ceremonies in 2014.  

Then the big shock came in late 2014 when I was approached by the Grand DC who 
asked if I would consider becoming Deputy Grand DC. I was invested in June 2015 
reappointed in 2016, 2017 and elected as a member of the Deputy Grand DCs Club, 
a very small and select organisation with some very high ranking names! 

I have also been elected the Club President, another huge honour of which I am  
obviously very proud. As well as working at all the meetings in London, the main part 
of the job is escorting the Grand Rulers around all the Provinces that they attend, the 
most important ones being the investiture of new PGMs. 
I was exalted into Harrogate and Claro Chapter 1001 in 1991 and became First  
Principal in 2004, ADC and DC for  several years and received the rank of PPAGSoj.  
then promoted to PPGSN IN 2015. I was elevated into Abbey RAM No 768 in 1995, a 
founder of Claro Ram No 525 in 1997, Commander in 2000. I joined Carl Whitehead RAM No 110 in 2010 and made DC 
the same day! A position I held for 5 years until I was made Provincial DC. I received Provincial RAMGR in 2008 and 
RAMGR in 2016. 

Yes, I am very busy, drive many miles, have experienced lots of hard work but it is incredibly rewarding and you meet 
fascinating people from all walks of life. 

John Edward Vause, Director of Ceremonies.  

 
  

Note from the Editor 

My grateful thanks go to the following without whom this would not have been possible; W.Bro. David Hayes 

for seFng me on the right path, W.Bro. Stuart Burrows whose computer skills have been invaluable, V.W.Bro 

Edward Patnick for injec�ng a touch of class and lastly Cra; APGM W.Bro. John Gledhill for adding his  

professionalism. 

I most certainly could not have produced this without them. Now I pray that they will stay with us!! 

 

If you have enjoyed this Newsle
er and are looking forward to the next issue in October, I have achieved our 

objec�ve, if not direct your comments to R.W. Bro. James Steggles. Whose idea it was!!.  

 


